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Abstract

This paper discusses Higher Education supply and demand to 2010: the supply of places in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), and the demand for Higher Education from students.  All of the data used to project numbers to 2010 was publicly available, and the conclusions belong to HEPI alone.  However, we would like to acknowledge the helpful advice provided by the Analytical Services Group of the Higher Education Funding Council for England, and in particular their expert analysis of recent trends of HE numbers.  We would also like to thank the Department for Education and Skills for their advice and contributions.
The paper concludes that the best estimate available is that demand for undergraduate HE places will rise by between 180,000 and 250,000 by the end of the decade.  Of these 150,000 will arise from demographic growth, and the remainder as a result of increases in participation.  Whether demand turns out nearer 180,000 or 250,000 in reality depends on whether the growth in A-levels seen in the past two years proves to be a one-off increase or the beginning of a trend – if it is a trend that accelerates, of course, additional demand could be even higher than 250,000.  Depending on the growth of undergraduate demand, there could be increased demand for up to 50,000 more postgraduate places by the end of the decade.
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Higher education supply and demand to 2010

Executive summary

Recent history of participation in higher education

1. This paper discusses higher education (HE) supply and demand to 2010: the supply of places in higher education institutions (HEIs) and the demand for higher education from students. It looks at supply and demand in terms of participation — and young participation in particular — and concludes by drawing implications for the Initial Entry Rate (IER) from its analysis of participation. 

2. The participation rate in HE from 1994-95 to 1999-2000 was completely flat. However, indications are that since 1999-2000 participation may have picked up. The provisional Age Participation Index (API) figure for 2001-02, which is a measure of participation for 18 to 21 year-olds, is 35 per cent. This suggests an increase of 2 percentage points from 2000-01 and the first significant increase since the mid-1990s.

3. Recent API figures also report a further increase in the gap between male and female participation rates. Participation varies to an even greater extent across socio-economic classifications, and recent reports have also demonstrated the significant variation by region. The high participation rates of females, of the highest social class groups, and of the South East and London, all suggest the potential for a large increase in average participation.

Recent history of HE student numbers

4. The number of home and EC students
 in HE has increased gradually since the mid-1990s followed by a more significant increase in 2001-02. A large proportion of the growth has taken place among full-time undergraduates, which was quite flat from 1997–98 to 2000–01. In the past two years (2001-02 and 2002-03) numbers have started to increase again. The growth in full-time undergraduates is in the region of 13,000 in 2001-02 and 20,000 in 2002-03. This is growth in all-year numbers, so new growth is about 10,000 each year for the past two years.

5. The number of part-time undergraduate students has increased very slightly since the mid-1990s. The vast majority of part-time students are mature and this proportion has remained constant since the mid-1990s. The number of mature, first-year students (undergraduate and postgraduate) slightly increased in 2001-02. Mature students are far more likely to enter with vocational qualifications, through access courses or with other qualifications, than young full-time undergraduates.

6. The total number of taught postgraduates has increased slightly since the mid-1990s. The majority of growth has taken place among young full-time postgraduates. The number of postgraduate research students has declined slightly since the mid-1990s, mostly a decline in young postgraduate research students.

7. Total HND/HNC numbers have declined slightly since the mid-1990s. Edexcel figures (excluding international students) show that from 1996-97 to 2001-02 total HND/HNC registrations declined by 5.3 per cent (5.2 per cent for HNDs and 5.8 per cent for HNCs). HESA and ISR records
 show a total of about 100,000 HND/HNC students in 2001-02. Foundation degree (FD) numbers in 2001-02 were between 3,000 and 4,000 and the estimated numbers for this academic year are between 12,000 and 13,000. This does not tell us a great deal because foundation degrees are so new and their numbers so small, so far. 

Future projections of HE student numbers and participation rates

8. Future demand for HE is extremely difficult to project accurately, especially as the impact of the Qualifying for Success (QfS) reforms
 on demand for HE is not known yet. The factors that influence student demand for HE are population trends, educational attainment of young people, availability of alternative routes into HE, economic factors (including the employment market), student finance arrangements, and policy initiatives, all of which this paper considers.

9. The projected increase in the young population to 2010 will almost certainly result in demand for about 150,000 additional undergraduate places by that time. Whether this increase will be supplemented as a result of an increase in the HE participation rate is harder to predict. 

10. Although other factors were involved, the rapid expansion of HE in the early 1990s can largely be explained by changes in the educational attainment of young people at the time. The increase in participation was so rapid that HE numbers grew despite a decline in the young population during this period. GCSE reforms in 1988 fuelled the rapid increase in numbers of pupils staying on at school and college, and, subsequently, the increased student numbers in HE of the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

11. The impact that the recent QfS reforms will have on demand for HE is the key question in projecting participation rates to 2010. The change in the qualification itself means we cannot assume that new A-level-qualified 18 year-olds will act in the same way as previous A-level-qualified 18 year-olds.  The big question is whether the reforms will reduce the very high propensity of A-level students to enter HE (currently around 90 per cent). It is hoped that new A-level students will have a propensity to enter HE closer to that of traditional A-level students than AGNVQ students, but it is too early to know this for certain because these reforms have not yet bedded down. 

12. Participation rates were flat in the mid-1990s to late-1990s, but the provisional API figure for 2001-02 of 35 per cent suggests that participation has risen very recently and this conclusion is confirmed by a recent increase in HE numbers. Even though statistics relating to A-level qualifications before and after the QfS reforms are not strictly comparable, as the reforms introduced a new qualification structure and caused a break in the time series, the indications are that this increase has had a knock-on effect on participation in HE.

13. Whether we have reached a new level of participation in HE that will now flatten off, or whether this is the beginning of a new growth trend cannot be known for certain from just two years of data. We must rely on projections of improvements in attainment within schools and an assessment of the likely impact of policies
.

14. If targets for attainment in schools are met, this suggests that the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-levels will continue to increase from its current rate of 
40 per cent. The precise improvement that will be achieved by 2010 is still uncertain but, in light of recent increases, it seems at least possible that the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes will either reach or will nearly reach 46 per cent by 2010. 

15. If new A-level students continue to participate in HE at the same rate as traditional A-level students, then, all other things being equal, this would imply an API of more than 40 per cent, which in turn would imply approximately 100,000 additional HE students. On the other hand, if the recent increase proves to be a one-off, then this implies an increase of just 30,000 students. Therefore, taking population increases into account, the most likely scenario is that the number of undergraduate HE students will increase by between 180,000 and 250,000 by the end of the decade. 

16. Although some changes are expected in the mature population, mature student numbers tend to be reasonably stable and there is no major external change projected that will change demand from this group significantly. The most likely scenario to 2010 is a slight increase in numbers mostly owing to population projections of 22 to 30 year-olds.

17. In terms of postgraduate students, the gradual increase in young full-time postgraduates is likely to continue following the increase in the number of graduates. Higher fees at the undergraduate level could reduce the rate of growth, but this is as yet an unknown factor. The number of mature part-time postgraduates is likely to continue to increase, again because of the increasing proportion of graduates in the job market. Postgraduate research students are likely either to increase or decrease in line with projected increases or decreases in the research funding available. 

18. Based on existing trends and projections of demand, it is likely that the propensity of graduates to take postgraduate qualifications will remain roughly constant in the future. Therefore, growth of postgraduates pro rata to the growth of undergraduate numbers implies that total postgraduate numbers are likely to increase in the region of 40,000 to 50,000 by 2010. 

19. NHS reports project a requirement of one-third more nurses over the next 20 years, so we can expect the number of nursing and healthcare students to continue to increase. Open University (OU) students and PGCE students are also likely to continue to increase to 2010. The number of EC students is harder to project because it is sensitive to policies within other countries.

20. In terms of the type of undergraduate courses demanded, it is likely that the educational profile of school leavers demanding HE will be very similar to the past, and, therefore, it is likely that the sort of courses demanded will be similar — at least from that part of the expansion that results from an increase in the population. The proportion of traditional young, full-time undergraduates is likely to increase because of the growth in the number of HE students that will be young A-level students. The strength of demand for full-time undergraduate honours degrees from this group is well established.

21. The type of HE demanded by any additional students resulting from an increase in participation rate in HE raises the possibility of change — this is demand from a new cohort of students. The White Paper (DfES [2003]) stated a policy aim for the bulk of this expansion to be in foundation degrees. Looking at the declining trend in HND/HNC numbers as a predictor of demand for FDs does not account for the fact that FDs are a new product. However, it does tell us that any attempt to increase the number of FDs significantly will have to reverse recent trends, which show a gradual decline in demand for sub-degree qualifications. So far, it is not clear that there is major demand for this type of degree and this type of qualification either from students or employers. This does not mean that FDs cannot be successful, but it does meant that to be successful, policies will have to change existing patterns of demand. 

Policy impact on future projections
22. History tells us that Government HE policy targets have had a limited impact on demand for HE in terms of both the total number of students and the type of HE demanded. Demand did not bear much relation to Government targets during the 1990s. The separate targets for different modes and levels have proved particularly difficult to achieve. The difference between the Government’s targets and actual numbers is not surprising. For the most part, Government action at the HE level has affected the supply of places. Quite different, and much less controllable, factors affect student demand. The most important of these is the number obtaining A-level or A-level-equivalent entry qualifications, and it is in this area that Government, by introducing policies to increase this number, can have the greatest effect on demand for HE.

23. It could be argued that if no other places are made available, students are obliged to take whatever mode, level or type of HE place that is provided, wherever it is provided. However, recent history demonstrates that this has not been the case. Either additional places have been made available by HEIs at the mode and level demanded by students, or students have chosen not to enter HE at all. Either way, this experience suggests that honours degrees and sub-degrees are two distinct products that are imperfectly substitutable — especially when offered at different types of institution. There are important lessons here for the future for any Government that might wish to try to steer demand: the supply of places does not dictate demand for HE.

24. The evidence from this paper suggests that the overall number of HE participants to 2010 will largely be determined by population increases and the attainment of young people in schools, especially the proportion of 18 year-olds qualifying with two or more A-level passes. The extent to which higher education policies, particularly supply-side mechanisms, can impact overall levels of demand has been shown to be limited. 

25. The best estimate available is that demand for undergraduate HE places will rise by between 180,000 and 250,000 by the end of the decade. Of these, 150,000 will arise from demographic growth, and the remainder as a result of increases in participation. Whether demand turns out nearer 180,000 or 250,000 in reality depends on whether the growth in A-levels seen in the past two years proves to be a one-off increase or the beginning of a trend. If it is a trend that accelerates, of course, additional demand could be even higher than 250,000. Depending on the growth of undergraduate demand, there could be increased demand for up to 50,000 more postgraduate places by the end of the decade.

26. If increased undergraduate demand proves to be as high as 250,000, then this alone will bring the IER close to the Government’s 50 per cent target, without any further action on the part of the Government. There would be no need for a policy target of 
50 per cent as natural demand would ensure achievement of this figure.

27. The question remains whether the Government should be prepared to accommodate this increased demand, and, if so, whether it should seek to do so by encouraging the take-up of any particular form of provision. It would be unprecedented, since the Robbins Principle was established, for the Government explicitly to intend not to meet demand for HE from well qualified people (it should be borne in mind that the increased demand is anticipated to be from pupils with at least two A-levels). Nevertheless, it would be legitimate for the Government to attempt to funnel some, or even the majority, of the increased demand into foundation degrees or into FE colleges. However, to do so by constraining supply to a particular form of provision, in the absence of student demand for that provision, might be tantamount to refusing HE places to well qualified students. 

28. If first-degree places are available in universities then history suggests that students will take these rather than foundation degrees, whether in FE colleges or elsewhere. But if first-degree places are limited in favour of foundation degrees (in the absence of greatly increased demand for foundation degrees) then there is a real likelihood of unsatisfied demand. To take supply-side action in this way could result in a reduced IER, unless effective and successful demand-side action was taken first. Demand is the key factor. Without genuine demand for foundation degrees, it is much less likely that supply-side action will have the desired effect. 

29. For such a policy to succeed, it would be essential to boost demand for foundation degrees first, among students and employers. If FDs can be clearly defined and effectively developed, with institutions and the help of employers, to meet regionally specific skill needs and are well promoted among students, institutions, and employers, then this new qualification could be very successful. If such a campaign were successful, and particularly if employers show that they will reward foundation degree graduates with an appropriate salary premium, then it would be safe to follow this with a supply-side policy.

Section one: participation/number trends from 1996-97 to 2002-03

Participation trends

30. The Initial Entry Rate figure is currently at 43 per cent
. Although the IER figure is not formally published, the use of the statistic in DfES speeches and documents suggests that the IER has been rising between 0.5 and 1.0 per cent each year. The IER measure is not a participation rate for any specific cohort, but a composite of a large number of cohorts (17 to 30 year-olds), which makes the measure quite complicated and difficult to interpret. The IER is being reviewed and it is not for this paper to discuss the outcome of that review. This paper is couched in terms of young participation rates (which dominate the IER), and an attempt is made at the end to draw implications for the IER as at present defined.

31. The Age Participation Index measures the participation rate of 18 to 21 year-olds in full-time higher education in Great Britain. Despite changes to the composition of HE during the rapid expansion in the late 1980s and early 1990s, HE is still dominated by young full-time undergraduates. Therefore, the API is still a useful indication of participation in HE. It shows that participation in HE from the mid-1990s to 2000-01 was relatively constant. The recorded API has fluctuated during the late 1990s because of the nature of the measure itself, but has remained between 32 and 34 per cent from the mid-1990s to 2000-01. Figure 1 illustrates the levelling off of the API after the mid-1990s in contrast to the rapid increase in the early 1990s.

Figure 1
The API levelled off in the mid-1990s and has remained at between 32 and 34 per cent since then
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Source of API of Men and Women: DfES Departmental Report. 2001 figure is provisional.

Source of API by gender: unpublished DfES data on APIs broken down by gender. The API is defined as the number of home domiciled young (under 21) initial entrants to full-time and sandwich undergraduate courses of HE, expressed as a proportion of the averaged 18-19 year-old population of Great Britain.
32. The Analytical Services Group (ASG) of the HEFCE has been working on a more accurate and informative measure of participation. Unpublished research (HEFCE [2002]) shows that the participation rate in HE from 1994-95 to 1999-2000 was completely flat. Participation has not even fluctuated to the limited extent that the API measure suggests. Participation was flat in total and across all of the different groups in HE; it was flat in contrast to the very rapid increase in participation rates that took place in the early 1990s; furthermore it was flat despite the various changes to the student support arrangements that took place in the late 1990s. This is not in conflict with the reported increases in the IER because IER records did not start until after the 1999-2000 academic year.

33. However, indications are that since 1999-2000 participation may have picked up. The provisional API figure for 2001-02 is about 35 percent
. This suggests an increase of 
2 percentage points from 2000-01 and the first significant increase since the mid-1990s.

34. Recent API figures also report a further increase in the gap between male and female participation rates. The API for women in 2000-01 was 36.7 per cent compared with an API for men of just 30.2 per cent. The equivalent IER in 2001-02 was 46.7 per cent for women compared with 40.4 per cent for men. The API gap between men and women is now significantly bigger than it was in the 1970s when the participation rate for men was higher than that for women. 

35. Furthermore, it is not just the actual gap that is of interest: the most recent data show an increasing difference in the rate of growth – the API for women is now increasing at a faster rate than that for men. There is no reason why men should not be participating in HE at the same rate as women.  Therefore, in principle, the young male population provides a significant potential source of growth. Considering that males are not a small sub-group of the population – they constitutes approximately half of the total population – it is possible to see that any improvement of the gap would have a significant impact on participation rates in HE in this country
.

36. The difference in the propensity to participate in HE by social class is even greater. Figure 2 illustrates that in 2000, the API for the highest three social classes was 
48 per cent compared with an API of just 18 per cent among the lowest three social classes.

Figure 2
The highest three social classes participate in HE at a much higher rate than the lowest three social classes

[image: image2.wmf] 

 

Social class

 

 I, II and III

 

(non

-

manual)

 

 

Social Class III

 

(manual)

 

IV and V 

 

0%

 

10%

 

20%

 

30%

 

40%

 

50%

 

1991

 

1992

 

1993

 

1994

 

1995

 

1996

 

1997

 

1998

 

1999

 

2000

 

API

 


Source: DfES, Trends in Education and Skills, post-16 learning, participation in HE, chart B. Participation rates (API) are for GB.  http://www.dfes.gov.uk/trends/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.showChart&cid=4&iid=23&chid=90 

37. The observed difference in the propensity to participate in HE by social class is well documented. However, further analysis shows that it is nearly completely explained by the attainment of young people. Figure 3 illustrates that when 18 year-olds are grouped by their A-level points score, the difference in participation rate by social class all but disappears. How well young people do at school (and at A-level in particular) is the key determinant of whether they go into HE. 

Figure 3
Participation in HE at age 18 by A-level points score and parents’ SEG
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Source: DfES. Calculated from Youth Cohort Study data.
38. The real problem is that a strong correlation between social class and educational attainment at GCSE and A-level still exists.  This is not primarily a problem that HE institutions can solve, although they can play an important role in supporting schools as they work to improve attainment.  If projections to 2010 of improvements in school attainment are met, then the gap between participation of social classes could improve. 

39. Another important variation within the API is regional. Table 1 shows how the API varied across different regions in England in 2000-01. There was a gap of more than 10 percentage points between the regions with the lowest and highest API. As with the male/female participation rate, in principle there is no reason why young people should participate in HE at a higher rate in one region than in another. Therefore, the low participating regions provide significant potential sources of growth. This does not imply that increasing participation in these regions is an easy task – the structural and socio-cultural reasons for low participation would need to be addressed – but the higher rates demonstrated in other regions show that in principle this should be possible.

Table 1 
Participation rate of 18-21 year-olds in HE (API) by region for 2000-01

	
	API

(%)

	North East
	24.2

	Yorkshire and Humberside
	25.3

	East Midlands
	27.7

	North West
	27.8

	West Midlands
	27.9

	East
	28.7

	South West
	29.2

	South East
	32.9

	London
	35.3


Source: HEFCE / LSC (2002)

40. The high participation rates of females, of the highest social class groups, and of the South East and London, all suggest that average participation rates could be increased..

Trends in HE numbers

Total HE numbers

41. HE numbers have gradually increased since the mid-1990s.  Figure 4 illustrates that the growth (including EC students) has been gradual and that a large proportion of the growth has taken place amongst full-time undergraduates who remain the largest group in HE.

Figure 4
HE numbers have increased gradually since the mid-1990s
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Source: HESES data
 for all HEIs in England. Numbers are HESES Columns 1+2, all home (UK) and EC students (including fundable and non-fundable). HESES numbers include FEC mergers (using HEIFES
 1998 numbers backdated where appropriate). 

42. Figure 5 shows the difference in the type of HE demanded by age. It shows that there has been no change, since the mid-1990s, in the type of HE demanded by different age groups. It shows that mature students tend to study part-time while the vast majority of young students still study full-time. It also demonstrates that, since the mid-1990s, there has been more growth in the number of young students than mature students in percentage terms as well as in absolute numbers.

Figure 5
The majority of growth has been in young full-time undergraduates
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. 
 Trends in full-time undergraduates
43. Figure 6 shows that the growth in full-time undergraduates was quite flat from 1997-98 to 2000-01, but in the past two years (2001-02 and 2002-03) numbers have started to increase again. The growth is in the region of 13,000 in 2001-02 and 20,000 in 2002-03. This is growth in all-year numbers, so new growth is about 10,000 each year for the past two years. This could be growth in entrants – from a number of sources – but it could also be due, in part, to improvements in retention. The cause of this growth is examined in detail in section two of this paper.

Figure 6
Full-time undergraduate numbers have started to increase again in the past two years
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Source: HESES. England home (UK) and EC students in HEIs and FECs, all cohorts including TTA. 
Trends in HND/HNCs and foundation degrees 

44. Total HND/HNC numbers have declined since the mid-1990s. Edexcel figures (excluding international students) show that from 1996-97 to 2001-02 total HND/HNC registrations declined by 5.3 per cent (5.2 per cent for HNDs and 5.8 per cent for HNCs). Figure 7 uses HESA and ISR data to show that total HND/HNC numbers have declined since 1998-99. HESA records show a slight increase in HND numbers in the four-year period from 1998-99 to 2001-02 (about 3 per cent) and a significant decline in HNC numbers (by 18 per cent in the same four-year period).

Figure 7
Total HND/HNC numbers are gradually declining
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Source: Unpublished work by the Analytical Services Group, HEFCE, on HND / C numbers in response to the White Paper (DfES (2003)).  Based on HESA and ISR data.  Numbers are total home domicile (UK) students at English HEIs and FECs.  These figures will not correspond with published HESA/ISR figures because these figures have undergone a detailed process of checking individual records in order to eliminate any double counting.

45. HESA and ISR records show a total of about 100,000 HND/HNC students in 2001-02. Foundation degree numbers in 2001/02 were between 3,000 and 4,000 and the estimated numbers for this academic year (2002-03) are between 12,000 and 13,000. This does not tell us a great deal because foundation degrees are so new and their numbers are small, so far. The limited information available from take-up to date suggests that FDs are most popular with the over-30s and are currently most successful in public-sector-driven subjects. The introduction of FDs might account for some of the decline in HND numbers after 2000, but seems unlikely to account for all of it because the declining trend is relatively even over the years. Figure 7 shows that even when FD numbers are added to total HND/HNC numbers, there is still a pattern of gradual decline.

Part-time undergraduate students

46. The number of part-time undergraduate students has increased very slightly since the mid-1990s. The vast majority of part-time students are mature and this proportion has remained constant (see Figure 5). In terms of demand characteristics there is an important distinction between part-time students on high-intensity (studying more than 0.25 FTE) and low-intensity courses (studying less than 0.25 FTE). It is also important to distinguish the large number of part-time OU students who are distance learners and therefore have different demand characteristics and are considered separately later in this report. 

47. Low intensity part-time undergraduate courses tend to be recreational and statistics show that around half of the students have HE experience already, and nearly all are mature students
.  Figure 8 shows that the number of undergraduates studying part-time on low intensity courses has increased gradually since the mid-1990s.  Nearly all students on high intensity part-time undergraduate courses are studying for full HE qualifications, compared to a small percentage of those on low intensity courses.  The student mix is much younger on high intensity courses  - less than half of students are mature - and students are much less likely to have an HE qualification on entry8.  Figure 8 shows that the number of undergraduates studying part-time on high intensity courses in 2001-02 is similar to numbers in 1997-98.
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Figure 8
Low-intensity undergraduate PT numbers have increased since the mid-1990s 
Source: HESES and HESA data for all HEIs in England. Numbers are HESES Columns 1+2, all home (UK) and EC students (including fundable and non-fundable) excluding OU numbers. HESES numbers include FEC mergers (using HEIFES [1998 HEIFES numbers backdated for years before 1998]). HESA data have been used to estimate proportions. 
Mature students

48. Figure 9 shows that the majority of mature students study part time and that this proportion has remained constant since the mid-1990s. It shows that the number of mature first-year students (undergraduate and postgraduate) declined very slightly from 1996-97 to 1998-99 and has since remained broadly constant to 2000-01 with a slight increase in 2001-02 – this is in marked contrast to the significant growth that occurred in this group from 1989 to 1994.
Figure 9
The number of mature, first-year students has been declining slightly since the mid-1990s but has picked up again in 2001-02
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Source: HESES and HESA data for all HEIs in England. Numbers are HESES Columns 1+2, all home (UK) and EC students (including fundable and non-fundable). HESES numbers include FEC mergers (using HEIFES [1998 HEIFES numbers backdated for years before 1998]). HESA data have been used to estimate proportions. Mature students are undergraduates who are 21 or over on entry, and postgraduates who are 25 or over on entry. First-year students are those that have started within the academic year.

49. Mature students have a much wider range of qualifications on entering HE. Figure 10 illustrates that mature full-time undergraduate students are far more likely to enter with vocational qualifications
, through access courses or with other qualifications
, than young full-time undergraduates.

Figure 10
Mature students are much more likely to enter with vocational and other qualifications than young students

[image: image25.wmf]0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

97-98

98-99

99-00

00-01

Academic

Vocational

Access and

other

[image: image26.wmf]0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

97-98

98-99

99-00

00-01

Young entrants to FT UG degrees




Mature entrants to FT UG degrees

Source: HEFCE Performance Indicators publications 1999 to 2002. Data from Tables B3 and B4 of 2002 publication (excluding entrants with previous HE experience) and equivalent tables from previous publications. Academic refers to entrants with A-level qualifications, vocational refers to BTEC/ONC and GNVQ level 3, and access and other refers to entrants with qualifications on entry recorded as ‘none’, ‘other’ and ‘unknown’.

Trends in HE students learning in further education colleges

50. The number of HE students learning in further education colleges (FECs) is complicated by franchise arrangements between HEIs and FECs. Of the franchised students (as opposed to students in directly funded FECs) it is important to distinguish between students that are fully franchised to an FEC and study wholly in an FEC, and those who are partly franchised to an FEC and therefore only receive part of their learning in an FEC. Figure 11 shows that the number of partially franchised students is much smaller than the number of fully franchised students.

51. Figure 11 shows that the number of full-time HE students who are fully franchised to an FEC has remained relatively constant over the past three years compared with the number of part-time fully franchised students, which has increased significantly. The age profile of students at FECs still follows the same general pattern observed within HEIs in that the majority of full-time students are young and the majority of part-time students are mature.

Figure 11
The number of HE students franchised to FECs is gradually increasing
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Source: Numbers include home (UK) fundable and home non-fundable students using HESES Columns 1+2 for English institutions. Part-time numbers may be over-estimated for 1999 due to mode default being part-time. 
52. Table 2 looks at the growth of students in directly funded FECs. It is difficult to see any trends because the numbers are quite erratic. However, the figures suggest that the number of full-time students in directly funded FECs is increasing modestly, but the number of part-time students is declining significantly. Of course, directly funded students make up only part of the population of students in FECs.

Table 2
Growth in the number of HE students in directly funded FECs 

	
	Full time
(headcount)
	Part time
(headcount)

	1999-2000
	586
	293

	2000-2001
	1,214
	-1,878

	2001-2002
	380
	-1,934

	2002-2003
	-2
	-3,064


Source: HEIFES 1998-02. Columns 1 + 2 used. Includes numbers franchised out by FECs. Institutions becoming indirectly funded before 11 October 2001 excluded in all years. Excludes numbers franchised into directly funded FECs from HEIs. Growth is year-on-year change.
Trends in postgraduate numbers

53. In terms of their demand characteristics, there are a number of different types of postgraduate student. Distinctions should be made between young full-time taught postgraduates, mature full-time taught postgraduates, part-time taught postgraduates, and postgraduate research students. 

54. The total number of taught postgraduates has increased slightly since the mid-1990s. The majority of young postgraduates study full-time and the majority of mature postgraduates study part-time. The proportions of each have not changed since the mid-1990s (see Figure 5). The number of part-time taught postgraduate students has steadily increased from 1996-97 to 2001-02 from approximately 200,000 to approximately 230,000.  Figure 12 shows that the number of both young and mature full-time taught postgraduates increased, but that young taught postgraduates have now increased their numbers beyond those of mature taught postgraduates.

Figure 12
The number of young full-time taught postgraduates has increased beyond the number of mature full-time taught postgraduates
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Source: HESES and HESA data for all HEIs in England. Full-time students only. Numbers are HESES Columns 1+2, all home (UK) and EC students (including fundable and non-fundable). HESES numbers include FEC mergers (using HEIFES [1998 HEIFES numbers backdated for years before 1998]). HESA data have been used to estimate proportions. Mature postgraduates are 25 or over on entry.
55. Some full-time postgraduate research students are heavily dependent on research grants and funding. Figure 13 shows that the number of full-time postgraduate research students has declined slightly since the mid-1990s. The number of mature full-time postgraduate research students has remained quite constant, although there has been a slight decline in young full-time postgraduate research students.

Figure 13
The number of young full-time postgraduate research students has declined 
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Source: HESES and HESA data for all HEIs in England. Full-time students only. Numbers are HESES columns 1+2, all home (UK) and EC students (including fundable and non-fundable). HESES numbers include FEC mergers (using HEIFES [1998 HEIFES numbers backdated for years before 1998]). HESA data have been used to estimate proportions. Mature postgraduates are 25 or over on entry.
Trends within other groups in HE

56. Other than the broad categories of student discussed so far, some more specific groups exist in HE with quite separate demand characteristics. These include work-based learners, distance learners, healthcare and nursing students, initial teacher training (ITT) and PGCE students, and EC students.

57. A forthcoming study by JM Consulting into the number of work-based HE learners concludes that reliable information is not obtainable.  HE learning is taking place in the work place, but usually as part of a course that is based in an institution (for example through sandwich years or work related projects which form part of an HE course).  It is estimated that the number of people in ‘pure’ work-based learning is extremely small – especially at the undergraduate level.

58. Nearly all distance learners are OU students. Figure 14 shows that the number of home and EC OU students was relatively constant from the mid-1990s to 2000-01, and has increased in 2001-02. It is difficult to analyse the nature of demand for HE from OU students because all student are returned by the OU as being ‘other undergraduates’ and studying ‘combined subjects.’ The majority of students are mature, but the number of students under 21 has been increasing gradually according to the OU's own statistics.

Figure 14
The number of undergraduate OU students has increased
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Source: HESES, all home (UK) and EC students, Columns 1+2.

59. Figure 15 shows that the number of healthcare and nursing students has been increasing since the mid-1990s. A lot of the increase has been in qualifications relating to a wide range of health care professions, many of which were not previously recorded in HE statistics. There are many new qualifications in healthcare and nursing which are now defined as higher education qualifications. These are new qualifications for which demand can be quite accurately predicted. NHS reports (NHS [2002]) project a requirement of one-third more nurses over the next 20 years, so we can expect these numbers to continue to increase.

Figure 15
The number of students in subjects and professions allied to medicine has been increasing since 1996-97
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Source: HESES and HESA data for all HEIs in England. Numbers are HESES Columns 1+2, all home (UK) and EC students (including fundable and non-fundable). HESES numbers include FEC mergers (using HEIFES [1998 HEIFES numbers backdated for years before 1998]). HESA data have been used to estimate proportions. 

60. Undergraduate and postgraduate (PGCE) initial teacher training numbers have been declining overall since the mid-1990s, with the exception of a very slight increase in 2001. Figure 16 shows that there has been a significant decline in undergraduate ITT combined with an increase in the number of PGCE students in the past two years. The increase in PGCE students has followed the introduction of a £6,000 grant to PGCE students in 2000-01 and other financial incentives for PGCE students training in shortage subjects.

Figure 16
PGCE students have increased recently but undergraduate ITT numbers have declined significantly since the mid-1990s
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Source:  HESES, all home (UK) and EC students, Columns 1+2, English HEIs.

61. Finally, the number of EC students has declined since the mid-1990s. Full-time postgraduate EC students make up 18.6 per cent of the total home and EC population of full-time postgraduates; the figure for full-time undergraduate EC students is just 4.4 per cent.  Figure 17 shows that the decline has largely been in undergraduate numbers.  This decline has largely been a result of a significant decline in young undergraduate students coming from the Republic of Ireland and Greece - although in just the last two years of data, EC numbers excluding the Republic of Ireland and Greece have also been declining.  

62. In the Republic of Ireland, undergraduate fees were removed in the same year that they were introduced in England; and in Greece the supply of HE places has increased significantly having been restricted in previous years.  This demonstrates how demand for HE from EC students is sensitive to policy changes in other countries and therefore not within the UK’s control.  If, following the Bologna Declaration the length of degree courses in Germany and other EC states reduces, then this too might impact demand from students from those countries.

Figure 17
EC undergraduate numbers have declined significantly and postgraduate 
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Trends in qualifications on entry to HE 

63. The data for entry qualifications to HE are not as good as they should be, but work that the HEFCE has done for the production of the Performance Indicators (PIs) provides the best source of information. Information from the PIs' publication gives us the entry qualifications for young and mature entrants to full-time undergraduate courses for the past four years. 

64. Figure 18 illustrates that the ratio of entrants to full-time undergraduate courses with academic
, vocational
 and other qualifications
 has remained constant over the four-year period from 1997-98 to 2000-01. There has not been an increase in the number of entrants with academic qualifications or with non-academic qualifications. Figure 10, in the section earlier on mature students, shows that the numbers of entrants with each type of qualification have stayed flat for young students, but have declined slightly across each type of qualification for mature students because of the slight decline in the number of mature entrants.

Figure 18
The ratio of entrants with different types of qualification on entry has remained constant
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Source: HEFCE Performance Indicators publications 1999 to 2002. Data from Tables B3 and B4 of 2002 publication (excluding entrants with previous HE experience) and equivalent tables from previous publications. Academic refers to entrants with A-level qualifications, vocational refers to BTEC/ONC and GNVQ level 3, and access and other refers to entrants with qualifications on entry recorded as ‘none’, ‘other’ and ‘unknown’.

Section two: projections based on existing patterns of participation

Factors influencing student demand for HE

65. The following factors can influence student demand for HE:

a. Population trends

b. Educational attainment of young people

c. Availability of alternative routes into HE

d. Economic factors, including the employment market

e. Student finance arrangements

f. Policy initiatives aimed at stimulating new demand.

66. The characteristics of the various types of student determine the strength and nature of the influence that these factors have on demand from such students. In turn, this determines how accurately demand from different groups can be projected. 

67. For example, the number of young (under 21) full-time undergraduates can largely be predicted based on factors a and b: population trends and the educational attainment of young people. Factors c to f can influence numbers only slightly because of the apparent propensity of this group to enter higher education. Major external changes would have to occur for them to have any significant effect on demand. 

68. The number of young (under 25 in this case) full-time postgraduates can be considered on a similar basis. The educational attainment of graduates along with the number of graduates coming through the system, and the propensity to continue into postgraduate study, make this segment of the HE population relatively predictable. However, it is likely that this demand is more fragile than that from young full-time undergraduates. Therefore, the influence of external factors – such as the graduate labour market, student fees and funding available for postgraduate study – are more likely to influence levels of demand and make projections slightly less reliable. 

69. The number of postgraduate research students as a whole should also be relatively predictable based on existing numbers of research students and current research funding. However, research funding from industry and other private sources is not as easy to project and could have a large influence on numbers. 

70. Demand from part-time students, mature students and those that enter higher education through alternative routes is largely determined by factors c to f. Indeed, these factors are far more likely to determine levels of demand from these groups than population trends and the educational attainment of young people. As a result, the growth or decline of demand is harder to project and to control.

Current HE provision

71. To analyse the extent to which student demand can be projected, types of HE provision have been broken down by level and mode of study, as in Figures 19 and 20.

Figure 19

Home and EC student headcount
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Source: HESES and HEIFES 2002 (English HEIS + FECs). Columns 1 + 2 (heads). All home (UK) and EC students (fundable + non-fundable).

Figure 20

Home and EC students full-time equivalents (FTEs)
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Source: HESES and HEIFES 2002 (English HEIS + FECs). Column 4a (FTEs) All Home (UK) and EC students (fundable + non-fundable). Sandwich students on their year out are recorded at 0.5 FTE.

72. Figure 20 shows that, when considering full-time equivalents, 71 per cent of all current students are full-time undergraduates. 

73. In terms of demand characteristics, there is no need to differentiate between young full-time first-degree undergraduates and young full-time other undergraduates because they are very similar. Indeed, in 2000-01, 48 per cent of young full-time undergraduates that applied for HNDs also applied to take honours degrees (UCAS), and in 1998-99, 55 per cent of full-time HND completers went on to achieve honours degrees (DfEE, 2000a).

74. Thus, 71 per cent (FTEs) of the student population are full-time undergraduates and can be projected with reasonable accuracy. Another 8 per cent (FTEs) are full-time postgraduates that can be projected with relative accuracy if external factors remain largely consistent. And the remaining population (21 per cent FTEs) can at least be understood in the context of its various groups. The possible influences on each of these groups can then be considered and the outcome of various scenarios assessed.

Population projections

75. Population numbers affect total numbers of HE students not participation rates. The flat participation rate in HE along with the slight population growth since 1996-97 largely explain the slight increase in total numbers in HE over the same period.

76. Figure 21 shows that the projected population trends from the Office of National Statistics (ONS) indicate an increase in the number of 18 to 21 year-olds of about 12 per cent from 2002 to 2010. ONS statistics also project an increase in the number of 22 to 30 year-olds to 2010, along with a decline in the population of 30 to 35 year-olds. Holding existing participation rates constant, these population increases will mean an increase in HE numbers of about 150,000 by 2010. 

77. Furthermore, ONS data on births by social class in England and Wales for each year from 1980 to 2000, show that from the mid-1980s onwards (that is, the cohorts entering HE now and in the next few years) the biggest increase in the numbers and percentages of births were in social classes I and II: that is in the groups with the greatest propensity to participate in HE. When taken together with evidence of net upward social mobility, this suggests that we are in the early stages of substantial year-on-year increases in the size of the university entrance age cohorts from social groups with a high propensity to participate in HE
. Bearing in mind the inaccuracy inherent in population projections, the nature of the projected population growth gives weight to the projected increase in student numbers from population growth: the actual figure might turn out to be more than the projected 150,000.

Figure 21
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Source: ONS. Provided by DfES. Population at 1 January, by age at previous 31 August. 

The output is based on:
 ONS (formerly OPCS) population estimates for mid-years up to 2001 (1991 to 2000 revised in the light of the 2001 Census), ONS actual births in England up to end-2001 (England and Wales before 1967-68) by month of occurrence (estimated before 1938-39), GAD mid-2001 based (interim) population projection for mid-2002 and later years, and GAD mid-2001 principal birth projection for England. Output is modified by: estimated birth occurrences in England in 2002 and January to June 2003, using evidence from England and Wales registrations up to 31 December 2002.

Educational attainment of young people 

78. Propensity to enter HE is a complicated issue relating to many factors other than educational attainment.  Nevertheless, recent history tells us that the educational attainment of young people is the strongest indicator of demand for young full-time undergraduate courses.  GCSE attainment, staying-on rates, AS and A-level participation and attainment, and level 3 vocational participation and attainment patterns have a direct impact on HE participation. 
79. Although other factors were involved, the rapid expansion of HE in the early 1990s can largely be explained by changes in the educational attainment of young people at the time. GCSE reforms in 1988 fuelled the rapid increase in the number of pupils staying on at school and college, and subsequently, the increased student numbers in HE of the late 1980s and early 1990s. The increase in participation was so rapid that the growth in HE numbers occurred despite a decline in the young population during this period. The close relationship between staying-on rates and participation in HE are illustrated in Figure 22.

Figure 22
Participation trends in HE follow trends in staying-on rates 
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Source: DfEE Statistical First Release SFR 07/02 

80. Figure 23 shows that GCSE attainment has continued to improve gradually since the mid-1990s, and that the percentage of the 18 year-old cohort achieving two or more A-levels flattened in the mid-1990s
. Unfortunately, the data were not available to continue the two A-level line after 2000 or AGNVQ line after 1997 in a consistent way (see Figure 24 and notes). Figure 23 shows the proportion of 18 year-olds taking each of these types of qualification after these dates. The relationship between participation and attainment is close enough to permit confidence that these lines demonstrate a similar trend over time.

Figure 23
Improvements in GCSE attainment in the 1990s did not lead to parallel improvements in A-level attainment
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Source: DfES statistical service for GCSE attainment. DfEE Statistical First Release SFR 35/1999 and DfEE Statistical Service for attainment of A-level and AGNVQ. DfES SFR July 2002 for participation information. Notes: GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) GCE A/AS (General Certificate of Education A-level and AS level) AGNVQ or VCE A/AS (Advanced General National Vocational Qualification or Vocational Certificate of Education A-level and AS level). Years are the year the exams were taken, so 01 refers to academic year 2000-01.

81. The continuing improvements in GCSE attainment from the mid-1990s to 1999-2000 resulted in a slight increase in the number of AGNVQ students, and a very slight improvement in A-level participation. This did not lead to any increase in participation in HE. As shown at the beginning of this report, the participation rate in HE during this time was completely flat.

82. Why did continuing GCSE improvements not lead to an increase in the proportion of 18 year-olds attaining two or more A-level passes? It could be that the flattening of this line in the mid-1990s and late-1990s was a result of Advanced GNVQs being established at that time and taking demand away from A-levels. Whether those students taking Advanced GNVQs would otherwise have taken A-levels rather than other vocational qualifications is difficult to know. 

83. In terms of demand for HE, what we do know is that the participation rate of AGNVQ students in HE is a great deal lower than for A-level students. Therefore, whether the relatively small number of AGNVQ students were replacing students that would otherwise have taken A-levels or other vocational qualifications did not really matter in terms of demand for HE, what mattered was that these AGNVQ students were not entering HE at the same rate. The two or more A-level line was still the major influence on HE participation rates and while this remained flat from the mid-1990s to the late-1990s, so did participation rates in HE.

84. Figure 24 shows that we are now starting to see, in the most recent data, an increasing number of students achieving two or more A-level passes, both general and the new vocational AS and A-levels (Advanced GNVQs will not exist from 2002-03). It could be that the upward trend line of A-level achievement that was dampened in the mid-1990s, is now back on track. However, owing to Qualifying for Success reforms, these are new types of qualification and therefore it cannot be assumed that these new A-level students will behave in the same way as traditional A-level students
.

85. It is important that the increases shown in Figure 24 are correctly understood and interpreted. Firstly, the slight increase in 1997-98 is the result of AGNVQ results being included as equivalent to two A-level passes. As previously discussed, this did not result in an equivalent increase in HE participation rates because of the much lower continuation rate into HE of AGNVQ students in comparison to A-level students. 

Figure 24
The proportion of 18 year-olds achieving two or more A-level passes in England
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Notes:







Figures include AS examinations, equating two AS passes to one A-level pass. Figures from 1997-98 to 2000-01 include AGNVQ results, which equate to two A-level passes. Figures from 2001-02 onwards include Year 12 students entered for GCE/VCE Advanced Subsidiaries, VCE A-levels and VCE Double Awards after the introduction of the Qualifying for Success reforms. 

The 2001-02 figures show a large increase over 1999-2000 as a result of Year 12 students entering for Advanced Subsidiaries and non-QfS results still being counted.

This statistic is calculated, and officially reported, for the cohort that are 17 years-old on 31 August, the August before they take their A-level examinations, but for the purpose of an analysis of demand for HE this paper has referred to this statistic as the proportion of 18 year-olds achieving two or more A-levels (by the time they are 18).
86. Secondly, the much bigger increase in 2001-02 is a significant break in the time series as a result of the QfS reforms
. The reforms mean that all students taking general or vocational (replacing AGNVQs) AS and A-levels are encouraged to take four AS levels in their first year, which gives all students that pass the equivalent of two A-levels at the end of their first year. This has created a step-change increase in the proportion of students with two or more A-level passes from about 35 per cent in the late 1990s to more than 40 percent in 2002-03 (the results for 2001-02 are misleading: see notes to Figure 24).

87. The impact these qualification reforms will have on demand for HE is the key question. The change in the qualification itself means that we cannot assume that new A-level-qualified 18 year-olds will act in the same way as previous A-level-qualified 18 year-olds. The big question is whether the reforms will reduce the very high propensity of A-level students to enter HE (currently about 90 per cent). 

88. If the new vocational A-levels are considered to have the same value as a traditional A-level qualification in terms of an entry qualification into HE, then it might not matter that this increase is a break in the time series. The observed increase in the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes might have an impact on demand for HE and begin to increase HE participation rates again. In any case, the high proportion of 18 year-olds with general, rather than vocational, A-levels will almost certainly dictate the participation rate in HE, just as A-level participation continued to dictate the participation rate in HE when Advanced GNVQs were introduced. It is hoped that new A-level students will have a propensity to enter HE closer to that of traditional A-level students (nearly 90 per cent) than AGNVQ students, but it is too early to know this for certain because these reforms have not yet 'bedded down.' 

89. Indications are that the participation rate of 18 to 21 year-olds in HE (API) has increased very recently along with the increase in the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-levels passes. It should be possible to look at whether the increase in the API was a result of an increase in the proportion of 18 year-olds attaining two or more A-level passes by examining the extent and cause of the increase in full-time undergraduate numbers over the past two years. 

90. Figure 25 shows that there has been an increase in the number of full-time undergraduates in the past two years (2001-02 and 2002-03). The growth is in the region of 13,000 in 2001-02 and 20,000 in 2002-03. This is growth in all-year numbers, so new growth is about 10,000 each year for the past two years. This could be a result of growth in entrants, from a number of sources, and could also be due, in part, to improvements in retention. For 2001-02, provisional PI data suggest that there was a very slight improvement in retention, but that the growth was nearly all in entrants.

91. HESA records for 2002-03 are not available, which means that we have the details of 2001-02 only to give us an idea of what might be causing this growth and to answer the question of whether this is the beginning of a more rapid growth trend to 2010.

Figure 25
Full-time undergraduate numbers have grown over the past two years
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Source: HESES. England home (UK) and EC students in HEIs and FECs, all cohorts including TTA. 
92. Firstly, was it population growth? The vast majority of entrants to full-time undergraduate courses are young people with A-levels (nearly 70 per cent
): therefore, it is necessary to look at the population on 18 year-olds for these years. 

93. Population estimates are notoriously inaccurate. The Government Actuaries Department (GAD) estimates of the population suggest there was a growth of just 2,000 in the population of 18 year-olds in each of these two years
. Approximately 
20 per cent of 18 year-olds enter HE so this accounts for approximately only 400 possible new entrants in each of the two years. ONS population statistics, however, project a growth of 20,000 18 year-olds in 2002, which would approximate to 4,000 possible new entrants resulting from a growth in population. The level of variation between the different sources demonstrates that any conclusions should be treated with caution. It is possible that a growth in the population accounted for up to half of the growth in full-time undergraduate numbers, but on no estimate does it account for the majority. 

94. Secondly, was it an increase in the number of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes entering HE? We know that the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes has increased in the past two years from 35 per cent to 40 per cent. Keeping in mind that this rise is the result of QfS reforms that caused a significant break in the time series, it nevertheless suggests an increase of up to 5 percentage points. 

95. Given that the population of 18 year-olds is approximately 600,000 (GAD estimate) this suggests that the stock of 18 year-olds qualified to enter HE increased by 30,000 over two years, which approximates to an extra 15,000 qualified students in each of the two years
. These figures must be viewed with caution because, as a result of the break in the time series, we are not comparing like with like. However, this does suggest that the increase in the number of qualified young people was large enough to have impacted the growth in full-time undergraduates. This concurs with the provisional API figure for 2001-02 that suggests an increase of 2 percentage points from the previous year to 35 per cent.

96. Other factors still need to be considered. For example, an increase in the number of nurses was also a significant factor in the growth. An analysis of the provisional PI data on entrants for 2001-02 show a growth in full-time undergraduate nursing qualifications of more than 2,600. This accounts for about a quarter of the 10,000 growth. Young A-level entrants and entrants to nursing qualification are by no means mutually exclusive but they may be distinct and the distinction needs to be borne in mind.

97. Another consideration is that the first impact of the MaSN
 removal would be in 2001-02 (the first year of growth). However, work has been done (HEFCE [2001]) that shows that removing the MaSN is unlikely to have had a significant impact on total demand for HE. 

98. No one factor can explain this growth. It is likely to have been the result of a combination of changes including an increase in the population of 18 year-olds, an increase in the proportion of A-level qualified 18 year-olds that then entered HE, along with an increase in nursing students, and some impact from a slight improvement in retention. Nevertheless, the figures suggest strongly that the increase in the proportion of A-level-qualified 18 year-olds had a major impact on the number of students that subsequently entered HE. Even if this was a one-off increase in the participation rate, this still has implications for long-term changes in HE demand.

99. It is difficult to know for certain, based on just two years of data, whether the participation rate in HE will now level off again or whether it will continue to increase to 2010. Whether the introduction of QfS reforms is enough to cause HE participation to increase significantly in the future, or whether more radical changes to the 14 to 19 qualification system might be required to achieve this, time will tell. Because so much is still unknown at this stage, projections have to rely heavily on schools' targets and predictions about the impact of various policies.

100. The proportion of young people with two or more A-level passes has the most direct impact on HE, but there are no national targets for A-level participation. National targets for GCSE attainment are to continue the long-term improvement in attainment by 2 percentage points each year
. Experience during the mid-1990s to late-1990s demonstrated that increases in GCSE attainment do not necessarily imply an increase in HE participation. Following the QfS reforms, it is reasonably safe to assume that GCSE improvements will have some impact on A-level participation.  However, it is harder to know whether this will impact HE participation to the same extent as if these had been traditional A-level students. Nevertheless, recent experience suggests there will be at least some impact on HE participation. 

101. New policies such as Educational Maintenance Allowances (EMAs) and the Connexions service might increase the number of young people qualified to level 3, but the impact of either of these new policies on demand for HE is not yet known. It could be that the majority of their impact will be on lower-achieving students aged 14 to 19. While there is a great deal of improvement needed in this area, it is not at all clear what impact such policies will have on HE participation.  For the purpose of this report, no impact has been assumed.

102. The increase in the population of young people will ensure growth to 2010. Even if there is no increase in participation – a constant IER – there will be demand for an additional 150,000 or so places.  Whether participation rates will also increase to generate further demand to 2010 is difficult to know for certain. If the growth in the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes continues to increase along the same lines as recorded in the past two years then there will be increased demand for 100,000 or more places. However, if the increase proves to be a one-off change as a result of the QfS reforms, then participation rates will flatten off once again and there will be only a small number of additional students entering HE as a result of increased participation. 

103. It is difficult to know what proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes (currently, 40 per cent) will produce any particular number of additional HE students because of the break in the time series which distorts the relationship between this figure and the API. However, if the latest figure of 40 per cent relates to an API of 35 per cent this suggests that if the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes reaches 46 per cent by 2010 (an improvement of one percentage point per year) the API will reach 40 per cent.  
  If the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes reaches 43 per cent by 2010 the API will reach 38 per cent. 

Availability of alternative routes into HE 

104. In the years following 1993-94 and as a result of the increased take-up of GNVQ courses by both young and mature students, a significant increase was expected in the proportion of students with GNVQs among entrants to degree studies. The national targets introduced in 1994-95 aimed to ensure that 60 per cent of young people should have a level 3 qualification by the age of 21. About half of those studying advanced GNVQs were expected to enter higher education (FEU, 1994). Some of this would be new demand for HE, and some would be existing demand re-routed through vocational qualifications (see HEFCE [2001]).

105. By the late 1990s, broad vocational qualifications, such as GNVQ Advanced and BTEC awards at national and higher levels, were held by about 12 per cent of those entering higher education courses (UCAS, 1999). This represents a rise of only 
3 percentage points from 1994 to 1999. This is likely to be an overestimate of growth because UCAS greatly expanded the constituency from which data were taken during this time.

106. Such limited progress in the late 1990s was the result of a number of factors. Firstly, less than one-third of those studying for level 3 qualifications were taking broad vocational qualifications, despite the steady growth in participation in Advanced GNVQs (Statistical First Release, DfEE 1999, 13/99). This indicates that growth in Advanced GNVQs had largely been at the expense of participation in other traditional full-time vocational qualifications (FEDA, IOE, Nuffield 1997). Secondly, completion rates for a full Advanced GNVQ remained low, at 50 per cent in 1994, rising slightly to 58 per cent in 1999 (JCGAB, 1999). Thirdly, the impact on HE progression of the growth in NVQ level 3 awards was very limited. This is thought to be because this qualification has been seen principally as a training award associated with the workplace rather than a step towards further study. Thus the anticipated growth in vocational qualifications as a route into HE did not take place. A question hangs over whether the large group who hold narrow vocational NVQ level 3s are potential entrants to HE, but experience so far suggests that they are not, perhaps with good reason: it could be that many of these qualifications do not prepare their holders for HE-level study, nor are they meant to.
107. It is possible, on the other hand, that the present structure of higher education qualifications is unattractive to many of those who secure NVQ type level 3 qualifications, and that the development of more flexible types of part time course would attract more of them to continue into higher education.  This, though, is speculative.  For the moment, the facts are that the impact of level 3 NVQs on higher education participation is very limited.
108. The Qualifying for Success reforms introduced in 2000 replaced all existing Advanced GNVQ with new Vocational AS and A-levels (VCE AS and A-levels) by 2002-03. It is hoped that these new vocational AS and A-levels will be taken by many more students and will be combined with general AS and A-level qualifications. It is hoped that participation, attainment and progression to HE will all improve as a result of these new qualifications. 

109. If completion rates of new vocational A-levels are significantly better than those for broad vocational qualifications in the past this would expand the proportion of 19 year-olds eligible for higher education entry by up to 2 percentage points annually. This increase is already factored into projections regarding improvements in educational participation and attainment because the new vocational A-levels now make up part of the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes. 

110. In addition to the existing range of post-16 qualifications, there are new routes to higher education. Modern Apprenticeships (MAs) aim to provide work-based training leading to attainment at level 3 and an alternative route to higher education. However, despite MAs now accounting for more than 45 per cent of all participants in work-based training aged 16 to 19 (largely replacing existing vocational qualifications rather than meeting new demand in this area), so far they have made a negligible impact on higher education numbers (Hodgson and Spours, 2000). Even with significant improvements to the current system, a realistic target for progression to higher education might be 10 per cent of those completing Modern Apprenticeships (Hodgson and Spours, 2000). This would constitute about 1 per cent of the 16 to 21 year-old age group. Even with an optimistic assessment, this route has very little impact on total growth of HE numbers to 2010. 

111. Both work-based learning and e-learning routes are possible growth areas, but are difficult to factor into a future scenario of what is most likely to occur because they are new and unknown areas.

Economic factors including the employment market 

112. Demand from the employment market for a continuing gradual increase in graduates is likely to maintain the significant private rates of return but will not be significant enough to drive a step change in demand for HE, as took place in the early 1990s. The increase in graduate numbers caused by population growth is projected to meet the employment market’s increasing demand for graduates up to 2010 (IER [2001]). 

113. The increasing number of graduates entering the job market above this projected growth, as a result of an increase in participation, is still not likely to increase the number of graduates in non-graduate occupations. This is more likely to increase the absorption of graduates into ‘new’ rather than ‘traditional’ graduate occupations (Elias and Purcell, forthcoming). Although this, in turn, is likely to continue the trend of a gradual reduction in average salaries, the rate of return from being a graduates is likely to remain large and significant, resulting in continuing demand for HE.

114. It has been argued that the key factor in relation to demand is not what kind of jobs graduates will go into, or even the salaries of those jobs, but whether the lowest-valued HE still provides access to jobs that are significantly better than jobs available to people with no HE qualification. Because employers make the assumption that graduates represent the top end of the population cohort in terms of skills and ability, the more graduates entering the job market, the less opportunities are made available to non-graduates. As the participation rate increases, it becomes rational for an increasing number of people to enter HE to ensure access to the jobs for which they wish to apply. This has been described as the ‘tyranny of numbers’ (Wolf, [2002]) and this is why student demand will continue to grow.

115. It is likely that high average returns and the reduced alternatives for non-graduates, along with the other factors involved, will ensure a continuing strong demand for higher education. 
116. However, while economic factors are likely to ensure continuing demand for HE from individuals, growth in demand for graduates from employers is not likely to be rapid enough to generate an increase in demand for HE over and above existing trends. Economic circumstances are not changing rapidly enough to require a step change in the growth of the number of graduates. It is best to assume a steady state in terms of economic drivers when considering the most likely future scenarios in demand for HE
.

Student finance arrangements

117. Student finance arrangements can affect demand for HE in terms of fees, costs, financial support and debt.  This report is not the place to analyse these issues in depth, and they have been conflated for ease of analysis.  Student finance arrangements are an unknown variable on demand to 2010.  Current Government proposals would increase fees by introducing top-up fees, reduce up front costs by introducing a system with no up-front payments, increase student financial support for students from low-income families by introducing an HE maintenance allowance, and increase debt as a result of increasing fees.  It is very difficult to project the effect these changes might have on demand. 

118. International evidence suggests that fees, at a maximum of £3,000, are unlikely to affect demand, but little evidence about this exists in this country.  Unpublished work by HEFCE (HEFCE [2002]) suggests that changes to student finance arrangements in England in the late 1990s made no appreciable difference to student demand. This is borne out by experience in Australia, New Zealand and Ireland, as well as recent studies in the United States (Long, 2003), which suggest that there is little price elasticity in demand for HE
 (that is, that changing the cost of HE will affect demand). It is a reasonable assumption that price elasticity of demand for HE is low, and therefore that fees are unlikely to have a significant impact on demand for HE to 2010. This paper therefore assumes a steady state in terms of the effect of fees and costs when considering future scenarios in demand for HE.
119. The same US report (Long, 2003) found evidence that the cost of HE affected a student’s choice of which college to attend. Students consistently chose colleges that were more expensive with the exception of students from low-income families for whom cost still had a negative impact on choice of institution. This suggests more that the introduction of differential fees (if institutions do not charge £3,000 across the board) might have an impact on the distribution of demand across the sector rather than that the introduction of higher fees will affect overall levels of demand for HE.

120. The UUK's ‘Attitudes to Debt’ report by Claire Callender (UUK, [2003]), concluded that ‘concern about debt affects an individual’s propensity to enter HE, especially students from low-income families.’ Although this conclusion may be correct, it should be noted that the modelling of propensity to enter HE undertaken in the report did not take account of predicted A-level grades.  Propensity to enter HE is a complicated issue, and could well include attitude to debt.  However, recent history shows us that the strength of entry qualifications is still the strongest indicator (see figures 22 and 23) and until this factor is built into the modelling, it is impossible to know how strong an influence attitudes to debt may be in influencing demand.
121. In the long term, HE maintenance allowances and bursaries will reduce the burden of debt for students from low-income families.  It is also possible that improved student support arrangements for part-time students would have a significant influence on their numbers. As important could be the impact of EMAs for 16 to 19 year-olds if they are successful at increasing the staying-on rates and attainment of that age group across the country.  The success of pilot schemes so far has illustrated the incentive effect that student financial support can have. However, if focused on lower-achieving GCSE students (the majority with five A*-C grades already stay on in full-time education) the improvements might be seen predominantly at the FE level. The effect on HE participation to 2010 might be much smaller. Nevertheless, this is an important step in the right direction.

Projecting the type of HE demanded to 2010, including an analysis of demand for foundation degrees

122. Whether or not participation in HE increases, it is certain that HE numbers will increase because of population growth. The implications of this growth in terms of the type of HE most likely to be demanded, therefore, needs considering. Projections suggest that the majority of growth is most likely to come from young, A-level entrants to undergraduate courses. This implies that future demand will be for ‘more of the same.’ The increase in the proportion of young, full-time undergraduates within the HE population suggests a very strong demand for this type of HE. 

123. It is possible that the socio-economic background of students might affect the type of HE demanded. For example, students from lower social classes are more likely to study closer to home, and more likely to live at home and study. Therefore, the socio-economic profile of future cohorts of entrants might change the nature of the type of HE provision and experience demanded. However, if these students are young A-level-qualified entrants as projected, they are still likely to have mainly traditional demand characteristics. 

Demand for foundation degrees

124. The White Paper (DfES [2003]) states that the bulk of the expansion will be in foundation degrees. There is a very important distinction to be made between the growth that will result purely from demography (projected to be about 150,000) and the additional growth that is projected as a result of an increase in participation (about 100,000). The White Paper does not specifically make this point, but it is likely that it was referring to the expansion resulting from increased participation (the 100,000 figure) being in foundation degrees rather than the total growth of 250,000 projected to 2010. 

125. The alternative – to force the growth resulting from demography out of current patterns of provision and into foundation degrees – would actually force a reduction in the participation rate of honours degrees among young people. Considering the strength of demand for full-time honours degrees this would be a difficult task. To direct the bulk of the expansion in participation into foundation degrees is a feasible, if still ambitious, policy goal. This paper makes the assumption that this is what the White Paper intended. 

126. It is very difficult to assess demand for a new qualification such as foundation degrees. Foundation degree numbers in 2001-02 were between 3,000 and 4,000 and the estimated numbers for 2002 -03 are between 12,000 and 13,000. We do know that many of the additional student numbers (ASNs) allocated to FDs were not taken up. However, this does not tell us a great deal about demand because foundation degrees are so new. The limited information available from take-up so far suggests that FDs are most popular with the over-30s and are currently most successful in public-sector-driven subjects. 

127. The best indication we have of demand trends for sub-degree qualifications are trends in HND/HNC numbers which are well-established two-year vocational qualifications that can be topped up to a full honours degree with a final year or two of study. Demand for this type of qualification has been declining. Total HND/HNC numbers have declined since the mid-1990s. Edexcel figures (excluding international students) show that from 1996-97 to 2001-02 total HND/HNC numbers declined by 5.3 per cent 

128. The extent to which FDs are replacing HNDs/HNCs is uncertain. The introduction of FDs might account for some of the decline in HND numbers recorded on Edexcel data, but seems unlikely to account for all of it because the declining trend is relatively even over the years. This suggests that at least some of the FD numbers represent new demand at the sub-degree level. 

129. Looking at the trend in HND/HNC numbers as a predictor of demand for FDs does not take account of the fact that FDs are a new product. It does not take account of any attraction that FDs might have that HND/HNCs do not have. However, the trend in HND/HNC numbers does tell us that any attempt to increase the number of foundation degrees significantly will have to reverse recent trends which show a gradual decline in demand for sub-degree qualifications. This is significantly more difficult than increasing an existing growth trend as suggested in the White Paper (DfES [2003]). So far, it is not clear that there is demand for this type of degree and this type of qualification either from students or employers. The impact of various policy options on demand is discussed further in section three of this report. 

Conclusions of projections in a policy steady state scenario

130. Given the strength of demand for HE among young people with A-level qualifications, the projected increase in population to 2010 alone will almost certainly result in about 150,000 additional HE students. Any slight changes in the graduate labour market and the introduction of increased fees to £3,000 are unlikely to impact demand from this group of students.

131. Whether this increase will be supplemented as a result of an increasing participation rate is harder to predict. Participation rates have been flat in the mid-1990s to late-1990s, but the provisional API figure for 2001-02 of 35 per cent suggests that participation has risen very recently and this is backed up by a recent increase in HE numbers. Even though the recent increase in the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes is a result of QfS reforms causing a break in the time series, indications are that this increase has still had a knock-on effect on participation in HE.

132. If the provisional API figure of 35 per cent is correct, at this new rate of participation, approximately 30,000 additional students will be generated by 2010, even if this increase in participation is a one-off. If the participation rate continues to increase to 
40 per cent by 2010, there will be 100,000 additional entrants. Whether we have reached a new level of participation that will now flatten off, or whether this is the beginning of a new growth trend cannot be known for certain from just two years of data. We must rely on projections of improvements in attainment within schools and an assessment of the likely impact of policies
.

133. If targets for attainment in schools are met, this suggests that the proportion of the population taking A-levels will continue to increase. The most likely scenario is that the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes will either reach or nearly reach the figure required to generate 100,000 additional HE students. The two remaining uncertainties are the ability of schools to reach their targets and the impact that QfS reforms will have on the propensity of A-level-qualified young people to enter HE: will new A-level students, including vocational VCE A-level students, enter HE at the same high rate that traditional A-level students did?

134. In terms of the type of HE demanded, the most likely case scenario is that ‘more of the same’ will be demanded because of the growth in the number of HE students that will be young A-level students. From 2002-03 all students taking broad vocational qualifications will take vocational (VCE) A-levels (replacing Advanced GNVQs – although this is not a direct replacement because VCE A-levels are new qualifications) which puts these students into the ‘young A-level-qualified’ group. Improving alternative entry routes, including routes from narrow vocational qualifications, and increasing entry to HE through these routes and into flexible types of provision is an important policy area, but it is likely that changes will take time to push through and translate into significant numbers.

135. The mature population of 22 to 30 year-olds is projected to increase slightly to 2010, but as an increasing number will have a HE qualification already, that might affect participation rates. The mature population over the age of 30 is projected to decrease slightly to 2010. This will be a small and gradual change though. In total, mature student numbers tend to be reasonably stable and no major external change is projected that will change demand from this group significantly. The most likely scenario to 2010 is a slight increase in numbers mostly owing to population projections of 22 to 30 year-olds.

136. In terms of postgraduate students, the gradual increase in young full-time postgraduates is likely to continue owing to a growing number of graduates increasing the stock of potential postgraduates and the continuing increase in student numbers, which puts pressure on students to take further qualifications to distinguish them from their peers. Higher fees at the undergraduate level could reduce the rate of growth, but this is as yet an unknown factor. The number of mature part-time postgraduates is likely to continue to increase, again because of the increasing proportion of graduates in the job market. Postgraduate research students are likely either to increase or decrease in line with projected increases or decreases in research funding available.

137. Based on existing trends and projections of demand, it is likely that the propensity of graduates to take postgraduate qualifications will remain roughly similar in the future. Therefore, growth of postgraduates pro rata the growth of undergraduate numbers, implies that total postgraduate numbers are likely to increase in the region of 40,000 to 50,000 by 2010. 

138. It is also likely that the number of nursing and healthcare students, OU students and PGCE students will continue to increase to 2010. The number of EC students is harder to project because it is sensitive to policies within other countries.

139. Overall, the most likely scenario is that undergraduate demand for HE will increase in the region of 180,000 to 250,000 by 2010, which will include a gradual increase in the participation rate in HE, and postgraduate demand by about 40,000 to 50,000. In terms of the composition of HE students, it is likely that the increase in young A-level students will result in an increase in the proportion of traditional young, full-time undergraduates.

140. This section has concluded with what are the most plausible future demand scenarios in a policy steady state. It has projected the most likely new demand. However, there is a final factor that has the potential to impact demand – policy initiatives. 

Section three: the impact of policy on HE numbers to 2010

The impact of Government policy targets on demand in the 1990s

141. History tells us that Government policy targets have, to date, had a limited impact on demand for HE in terms of both total number of HE students and type of HE demanded. 

142. During the early 1990s, growth in student numbers was consistently higher than Government projections. Figure 26 illustrates that in contrast, for all but one of the past six years, the maximum student numbers (MaSN) targets, which reflect Government’s planning targets, have been undershot (for example, by 14,000 in 
2000-01).
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Figure 26
HEI actual recruitment against MaSN target

Source: HEFCE records of the MaSN compared to HESES Columns 1+2, home (UK) and EC students (fundable and non-fundable). Note: The MaSN was removed in 2001-02 therefore records go no further than 2000-01.

143. Figure 27 demonstrates that the growth of full-time undergraduates continued to decline at its own steady rate throughout the 1990s despite varying Government targets (including a period of consolidation in the mid-1990s). And since 1999-2000, when the Government began to plan for an increase, the number of additional students has borne little relation to the Government’s plans.

Figure 27
Planned and actual year-on-year change in full-time undergraduates
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Source: ‘Actual’ numbers are HESES Columns 1+2, home (UK) and EC students (fundable and non-fundable).
‘Planned’ numbers are the additional numbers sought by Government each year. These are not the same as HEFCE’s additional student number allocations.

144. In recent years, the Government has sought to plan the number of students at a level of detail which has proved even more difficult to achieve, with separate targets for full-time, part-time and sub-degree places, and for growth of HE provision in FECs. Since 1999-2000, for example, the Government has sought an increase in numbers of part-time students. Table 3 shows that targets were not met up to 2001-02 (by a large margin in 2000-01) and then recruited numbers significantly overshot targets for 2002-03.

Table 3
Growth in numbers of part-time students: targets and actual

	
	1999-2000
	2000-2001
	2001-2002
	2002-2003

	Additional part-time places

sought by Government
	20,000
	27,000
	31,000
	4,000

	Actual growth in part-time 

student numbers
	17,000
	6,000
	23,400
	15,445

	Difference
	-3,000
	-21,000
	-7,600
	11,445


Source: Public Expenditure Survey 1998 to 2002, and HESES Columns 1 & 2, home (UK) and EC students (fundable and non-fundable), excluding initial teacher training and in-service education training). Growth is year-on-year change.

145. Of the additional part-time places sought for 2000-01, 80 per cent were sought at sub-degree level (96 per cent of additional undergraduate part-time places were sought at sub-degree level). Government targets expected much of this growth in sub-degree provision to be part-time provision in FECs and through the University for Industry (Ufi). Table 4 shows that the number of directly funded part-time undergraduates at FECs actually declined in most years . Table 5 shows a decline also in the number of directly funded part-time sub-degree students at FECs in all years from 1999-2000 to 2002-03.

Table 4
Growth in home and EC undergraduates at directly funded FECs

	
	Part time
	Full time

	
	Growth
(headcount)
	% growth from previous year
	Growth
(headcount)
	% growth from previous year

	1999-2000
	293
	0.8%
	586
	2.2%

	2000-2001
	-1,878
	-4.9%
	1,214
	4.5%

	2001-2002
	-1,943
	-5.4%
	380
	1.3%

	2002-2003
	-3,064
	-9.0%
	-2
	0.0%


Source: HEIFES 1998-2000. Columns 1 + 2 used. Includes numbers franchised out by FECs. Institutions becoming indirectly funded before 11 October 2001 excluded in all years. Excludes numbers franchised in to directly funded FECs from HEIs.
Table 5
Growth in home and EC sub-degree students at directly funded FECs

	
	Part time
	Full time

	
	Growth
(headcount)
	% growth from previous year
	Growth
(headcount)
	% growth from previous year

	1999-2000
	-809
	-2.3%
	810
	5.0%

	2000-2001
	-1,859
	-5.4%
	1,965
	11.6%

	2001-2002
	-1,893
	-5.8%
	574
	3.0%

	2002-2003
	-3,255
	-10.6%
	-758
	-3.9%


Source: HEIFES 1998-2002 (op cit, see Table 2). Columns 1+2, includes foundation degrees. Colleges becoming indirectly funded before 20 May 2003 excluded in all years. Excludes numbers franchised in to directly funded FECs from HEIs. 

146. The difference between the Government’s targets and actual numbers is not surprising. Apart from action to improve pupil performance in schools, for the most part, government action has affected the supply of places at the HE level. Student demand is affected by quite different, and much less controllable, factors.

147. Arguably, if no other places are made available then students are obliged to take whatever mode, level or type of HE place that is provided, wherever that may be. However, recent history demonstrates that this has not been the case. Either, additional places were made available by HEIs at the mode and level demanded by the students, or the students chose not to enter HE at all. Either way, this experience suggests that honours degrees and sub-degrees are two distinct products that are imperfectly substitutable – especially when offered at different types of institution. There are important lessons here for the future if we wish to try to steer demand: the supply of places does not dictate demand for HE.

Policy intervention on projections to 2010 

Supply side 

148. As demonstrated in the first section of this paper, supply-side mechanisms will have limited impact on HE numbers where numbers are not currently restricted. For example, in recent years demand for sub-degree qualifications has been low. Therefore, government policy to increase the number of sub-degree places (and part-time and FEC places) through allocating additional ASNs have failed to have an impact on actual numbers because the demand for places did not exist. ASNs could be re-cycled and distributed to where demand had actually increased. This freedom would need to be curtailed if a policy were to be implemented which focused the bulk of the expansion on foundation degrees.

149. Restricting the supply of first-degree places could have the effect of switching the demand resulting from increased participation in HE
 towards other types of provision.  But it would not have this effect if demand were not flexible in this way.  Bearing in mind the increased proportion of young people projected to achieve A-level qualifications this would require the reversal of strong trends in demand . 

150. It may not be practical to restrict supply of particular types of HE. Honours and foundation degrees are not in watertight compartments. It might be possible to persuade students to take a foundation degree instead of an honours degree, but then there is nothing to stop them seeking to ‘top-up’ their FD to a full honours degree with another year or two of study. Even cost savings are likely to be small and might be none at all if more than one-third of FD students go on to do honours degrees (more than 50 per cent of HND students do so at present). It is not clear what a policy of restricting supply will have achieved; it is much more effective to increase genuine demand for foundation degrees through effective demand-side policies.

151. Restricting supply at individual institutions could also shift patterns in demand and provision. Again, the impact of policies would be more likely to redistribute numbers than increase numbers. 

152. Nevertheless, there are areas in HE where numbers, and supply of places, are very limited (for various reasons) and supply-side action may lead to increased HE numbers in these areas (for example, flexible progression routes and provision, work-based provision, and so on). However, demand for these types of learning has yet to be tested on a large scale and it is therefore not certain that the demand exists to take up any new supply. Nevertheless, these are the areas that offer new possibilities if the Government wished to take policy action. 

Demand side

153. Policy can attempt to impact demand as well as supply, but the impact is far less tangible or measurable. Policy projects such as Aim Higher and Partnership for Progression are long-term projects whose impact it is difficult to measure. This does not, however, negate the significance and importance of investing in such work. 

154. Policy campaigns to develop, embed and promote new qualifications, such as foundation degrees, are essential in order to develop demand for these. If FDs can be developed effectively, with the help of employers, to meet regionally specific skills needs, and are well promoted among students, institutions and employers, then this new qualification could be very successful.

155. The image and reputation of foundation degrees will shape demand for this qualification. If there are strong signals from employers that they recognise and value this qualification, then demand for the qualification will be secured; without this, demand is unlikely to materialise. Without genuine demand for foundation degrees, it is much less likely that supply-side action will have the desired effect. Demand is the key. .

156. Using price competition (for example, not allowing fees to be charged for FDs) is a new possibility for demand-side policy that could shift the type of HE demanded. It would only ever shift demand from one type of HE to another: it would be unlikely to increase overall numbers. However, this cannot impact part-time courses, where most FD courses are expected to be located, because part-time fees are not currently regulated. And, this might not have the anticipated effect because the price elasticity of demand for HE is probably not as high as expected. This has been discussed in section two. The impact on the image and reputation of a qualification branded as "cheap" should also be considered, although other factors will have a strong effect on this too.

157. Demand-side policies for encouraging the work-based learning route are an unexplored possibility so far. There might be policies that could affect the motivation of employers to provide incentives for employees to learn, and there could be links made with new legislation in this area relating to flexible working and time-off. This could be where foundation degrees fill an important role in the future, especially considering that FDs are so far most popular with the over 30 age group and most successful in public-sector-driven subjects.
158. There seems little prospect that policy intervention will lead to major shifts in demand, either in aggregate or between types of provision.  In the past, supply-side activity has not led to the desired outcomes, and demand-side action is likely to be longer term. While it might shift demand between types of provision at the margin it is unlikely to have a major impact between now and the end of the decade. 

Conclusions regarding likely HE numbers to 2010 in light of policy impacts

159. The evidence from this paper suggests that HE numbers to 2010 will be largely determined by the factors discussed in section two of this report. In particular, HE numbers will be largely determined by population increases and the attainment of young people in schools, especially the proportion of 18 year-olds with two or more A-level passes. The extent to which policies, particularly supply-side mechanisms, can impact overall levels of demand has been shown to be limited. Demand-side policies are aimed at impacting demand but they are usually long-term and often have a limited impact on overall numbers in HE. 

160. Section two suggested that demand for undergraduate HE places will rise by between 180,000 and 250,000 by the end of the decade. If demand proves to be as high as 250,000, then this alone will bring the IER close to the Government’s 50 per cent target, without any further action on the part of the Government: there would be no need for a policy of 50 per cent, as natural demand will ensure achievement of this figure.

161. The question remains whether the Government should be prepared to accommodate this increased demand, and if so, whether it should seek to do so by encouraging the take-up of any particular form of provision. It would be unprecedented for the Government explicitly to intend not to meet demand for HE from well qualified people (it should be borne in mind that all of the increased demand is anticipated to be from pupils with at least two A-levels). 

162. It would, however, be legitimate for the Government to attempt to funnel some, or even the majority, of the increased demand into foundation degrees, or into FE colleges. But, as has been demonstrated earlier, to do so by constraining supply, in the absence of student demand, might be tantamount to refusing HE places to well qualified students. 

163. If first-degree places are available in universities then history suggests that students will take these rather than foundation degrees, whether in FE colleges or elsewhere. Conversely, if first-degree places are limited in favour of foundation degrees, in the absence of greatly increased demand for foundation degrees, then there is a real likelihood of unsatisfied demand. To take supply-side action in this way could result in a reduced IER, unless effective and successful demand-side action was taken first.

164. If such a policy were contemplated, it would be essential to boost demand for foundation degrees first, among students and employers. If such a campaign were successful, and particularly if employers show that they will reward foundation degree graduates with an appropriate salary premium, then it would be safe to follow this with a supply-side policy.
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� All numbers refer to home and EC students. For the purpose of this report, EC and EU are interchangeable because they refer to the same list of countries at present.


� Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) and the further education Individual Student Record (ISR) data have been used.  Total numbers referred to will not correspond with published HESA/ISR figures because these figures have undergone a detailed process of checking individual records in order to eliminate any double counting.


� Qualifying for Success reforms were introduced in 2000. They have introduced vocational (VCE) AS, A-levels, and Double Awards, and Advanced GNVQs will no longer exist from 2002-03. Students are expected to study four Advanced Subsidiaries in their first year which equates to two full A-level passes in the tariff system, before progressing three of them on to full A levels (A2s) in their second year. The tariff/point system has also changed.


� Because of the uncertainty of the impact of new policies such as EMAs and Connexions on demand for HE specifically, and because of their focus on lower-achieving students, this paper has assumed a very limited impact on HE numbers from these policies when considering the most likely scenario to 2010.


� The IER sums the percentages of each single year of age group who enter higher education (English domiciled attending a UK institution on a full or part-time basis) for the first time in each year of age between 18 and 30.


� The 2003 DfES Departmental Report quotes a provisional API for 2001-02 of 34 to 36 per cent.


� Assuming female participation rates do not decline.


� Higher Education Students Early Statistics Survey (HESES) started in 1992-93. These data, along with HESA data, are collected to inform HEFCE’s allocation of teaching funds. HESES data has been used because, although HESA data are much richer than the HESES return, it would have been more difficult to create a consistent and interpretable time series from the HESA individualised record for this period.  This is particularly true of part-time students because, until recently, HESA has used Census count definitions which can be unreliable for measuring part-time numbers.  There are also problems about changing coverage that are difficult to deal with using the HESA statistics (for example, a switch from directly funded to franchised provision will look like growth using the HESA data alone).


� Higher Education in Further Education Early Statistics Survey (HEIFES).


� Deriving bespoke statistics from the HESA data rather than using published HESA figures was considered less likely to lead to misleading conclusions about growth over time, because HESA has changed definitions and underlying populations over time to improve the data collections.  This is by no means a criticism of HESA: it has always pointed out these changes and has never claimed that annually published statistics should be put together to create a time series.  Through using HESES data instead, it was possible to produce an interpretable time series from 1996-97 to 2001-02.  Furthermore, HEFCE are confident that the HESES data stand up to scrutiny because they monitor their funding, originally made using HESES, with the HESA data to reconcile the two sets of statistics every year.


� Figures are for home and EC part-time undergraduates, including OU, based on HESA headcounts in 2001.


� BTEC/ONC and GNVQ level 3


� Includes entrants with qualifications on entry recorded as ‘none’, ‘other’ and ‘unknown’.


� Academic refers to entrants with A-level qualifications


� A-level qualifications


� BTEC/ONC and GNVQ level 3


� Includes entrants with qualifications on entry recorded as ‘none’, ‘other’ and ‘unknown’


� Where this section discusses any impact on student numbers, this is based on demand and assumes that the supply of places is not restricted.


� Analysis from Professor Graham Bentham, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research, Professor of Environmental Sciences, University of East Anglia. Based on ONS data for England and Wales in Series FM1 Birth Statistics. Figures are from Tables 11.1 and 11.5 and exclude births outside marriage registered only by the mother for which no social class can be assigned. Figures are therefore likely to underestimate the population growth from the lowest social classes, but the numbers are not large enough to affect the conclusions reached from the original analysis.


� This statistic is actually calculated, and officially reported, for the cohort that are 17 years-old on 31 August, the August before they take their A-level examinations, but for the purpose of an analysis of demand for HE this paper has referred to this statistic as the proportion of 18 year-olds achieving two or more A-levels.


� The controversy over A-level standards adds a further dimension to this point.


� Following the Qualifying for Success (QfS) consultation in 1997, a number of reforms were introduced to the 16-19 qualifications structure in September 2000. Under these reforms, students were encouraged to follow a wide range of subjects in their first year of post-16 study, with students expected to study four Advanced Subsidiaries before progressing three of them on to full A-levels in their second year. In addition, students are encouraged to study a combination of both general (GCE) and vocational (VCE) advanced level examinations. The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) qualification covers the first half of the full A level. 


From 2001-02, a grade A GCE A-level “scores” 120 points, a grade B scores 100 points, a grade C is worth 80 points, a grade D is worth 60 points and a grade E scores 40 points. For GCE AS levels, the point scores are grade A = 60 points, B = 50, C = 40, D = 30 and E = 20. The Advanced GNVQ (AGNVQ) has been discontinued from 2002-03. Source: DfES, Trends in Education: attainment and outcomes.


� Using information from PIs 2002 publication


� The GAD estimates of the population aged 17 at 31 August are: 606,000 in 1999-2000, 608,000 in 2000-01, and 610,000 in 2001-02. This translates into growth of 18 year-old population going into HE of 606,000 in 2000-01, 608,000 in 2001/02, and 610,000 in 2002/03.  This implies a growth of 2,000 in the population for each of the two years 2001-02 and 2002-03.


� Note that this refers only to 18 year-olds. Most A-level-qualified students enter HE between the ages of 18 and 21, not all at 18.


� Maximum Student Number: until 2001-02, higher education institutions were limited in the number of full-time undergraduate students they were permitted to recruit.  These limits were lifted in 2001-02.


� Between 2002 and 2006 the proportion of those aged 16 who get a qualification equivalent to 5 GCSEs grades A*-C is to rise by 2 percentage points each year.


� Roughly the level of participation that would result in 100,000 additional HE students


� It should be noted that this recent report runs counter to previous evidence from the US which had shown a consensus in econometric literature of a small but significant level of price elasticity (McPherson and Shapiro [1999]), though it is in line with empirical studies elsewhere.


� Because of the uncertainty of the impact of new policies such as EMAs and Connexions on demand for HE specifically, and because of their focus on lower-achieving students, this paper has assumed a very limited impact on HE numbers when considering the most likely scenario to 2010.


� Restricting the supply of first-degree places available to the increase in students resulting from population increases would be to force a reduction in the participation rate of first degrees. It is not clear what could justify this forced reduction in participation; therefore it is assumed that this could only possibly apply to the increase in students resulting from an increase in participation in HE.
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				Young										Mature

				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		Academic		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209
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		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540
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		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054

				Young

				97-98		00-02		% increase

		Academic		182722		185361		1.4%

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		19,244		17.9%

		Only a 1.4% increase in the number of people entering with A-levels, but an 18% increase of people entering

		with 29 or 30 points.

		Grade inflation? - well, no, quite flat except for 29 and 30 point score.
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				Young										Mature

				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		Academic		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209

		Vocational		16,722		16,812		17,958		18,783				7,496		5,828		5,828		5,823

		Other		16,866		17,307		18,202		16,998				48,008		43,146		43,146		39,022

		Total		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054
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				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054





young 02

				Table B8:  Mature full time first degree entrants 1997-98

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		211		194		278		48		278		208		105		354		381		274		231		109		284		2,955

						A pts  4		2		144		238		46		163		167		49		293		284		242		217		220		419		2,484

						A pts  8		2		189		365		37		200		151		66		397		350		396		395		297		506		3,351

						A pts  10		5		80		168		17		95		74		37		196		174		215		167		175		227		1,630

						A pts  12		4		79		150		15		109		64		36		170		153		191		114		112		223		1,420

						A pts  14		12		77		145		12		56		46		33		155		135		181		115		116		197		1,280

						A pts  16		6		88		147		11		76		44		28		155		119		138		98		85		148		1,143

						A pts  18		12		81		141		6		48		52		20		130		83		165		91		56		128		1,013

						A pts  20		22		94		106		5		53		38		15		114		66		116		59		48		106		842

						A pts  22		35		57		92		4		38		31		7		110		51		92		42		32		70		661

						A pts  24		46		61		68		1		25		30		7		79		39		117		47		19		54		593

						A pts  26		68		55		64		2		25		21		2		55		28		75		26		13		32		466

						A pts  28		85		37		81		1		24		29		4		55		11		53		19		9		27		435

						A pts  30		124		35		164		1		66		98		2		42		12		52		15		10		64		685

						ACC/FND		16		1,106		1,658		79		795		576		166		2,799		889		1,721		2,066		1,168		2,411		15,450

						BTEC/ONC		3		265		393		119		592		745		243		453		791		148		1,097		336		544		5,729

						GNVQ3+		1		98		104		18		195		102		72		232		437		22		228		53		205		1,767

						HE		509		2,378		926		277		1,275		1,562		824		1,665		3,849		639		1,498		1,111		1,253		17,766

						NONE		1		196		376		59		437		327		169		682		607		395		314		81		742		4,386

						OTHERS		8		337		512		61		542		668		174		732		781		470		462		210		1,000		5,957

						UNKNOWN		80		483		329		56		447		464		216		493		737		252		331		295		266		4,449

				All qualifications				1,252		6,134		6,505		875		5,539		5,497		2,275		9,361		9,977		5,954		7,632		4,555		8,906		74,462

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young full time first degree entrants 1997-98

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		86		217		645		101		405		462		191		512		727		361		737		300		450		5,194

						A pts  4		12		199		908		31		527		599		165		578		742		389		314		228		857		5,549

						A pts  8		12		543		2,092		188		1,328		1,268		440		1,667		2,092		1,057		980		1,044		2,343		15,054

						A pts  10		3		460		1,601		140		922		750		317		1,235		1,747		780		759		850		1,623		11,187

						A pts  12		5		577		2,006		140		954		824		339		1,448		1,969		1,035		739		997		1,760		12,793

						A pts  14		4		599		2,301		163		1,025		959		351		1,666		2,147		1,361		796		936		1,913		14,221

						A pts  16		8		737		2,557		161		969		945		333		1,790		2,239		1,549		840		905		1,970		15,003

						A pts  18		14		871		2,724		130		950		1,049		356		2,039		2,220		1,897		792		761		2,009		15,812

						A pts  20		45		1,062		2,733		106		888		977		291		2,256		1,850		2,229		823		678		1,919		15,857

						A pts  22		108		1,011		2,625		91		843		949		219		2,220		1,713		2,291		758		527		1,787		15,142

						A pts  24		341		1,042		2,450		77		777		821		171		2,227		1,454		2,546		676		353		1,718		14,653

						A pts  26		811		785		2,286		63		823		794		142		2,150		1,103		2,602		540		218		1,361		13,678

						A pts  28		1,354		498		1,862		28		761		720		104		1,914		672		2,663		405		113		1,165		12,259

						A pts  30		2,710		400		2,244		25		1,448		1,114		120		2,109		503		3,450		370		58		1,769		16,320

						ACC/FND		0		37		75		18		72		223		28		89		119		43		3,222		23		159		4,108

						BTEC/ONC		0		322		461		105		1,029		1,003		178		256		663		65		2,199		467		564		7,312

						GNVQ3+		0		532		450		46		1,009		521		272		676		3,364		68		1,145		429		898		9,410

						HE		13		288		553		63		626		732		283		460		2,005		118		771		502		593		7,007

						NONE		0		21		181		4		156		145		46		157		185		72		59		23		132		1,181

						OTHERS		0		71		208		17		152		358		54		154		264		87		158		39		320		1,882

						UNKNOWN		13		105		336		29		236		240		112		222		627		179		348		91		150		2,688

				All qualifications				5,539		10,377		31,298		1,726		15,900		15,453		4,512		25,825		28,405		24,842		17,431		9,542		25,460		216,310

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B8:  Mature full time first degree entrants 1998-99

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		46		194		189		18		220		169		82		283		295		143		177		76		195		2,087

						A pts  4		7		130		236		24		168		156		49		298		251		217		212		185		360		2,293

						A pts  8		7		174		242		30		189		141		73		328		303		298		307		263		425		2,780

						A pts  10		7		89		134		15		76		65		40		172		157		181		155		112		177		1,380

						A pts  12		5		72		134		13		82		63		33		154		145		125		94		124		178		1,222

						A pts  14		5		82		124		12		76		51		29		127		135		133		89		113		133		1,109

						A pts  16		12		68		114		8		70		49		22		136		97		141		84		63		137		1,001

						A pts  18		14		58		108		10		57		47		26		141		93		119		69		60		105		907

						A pts  20		17		66		100		7		59		34		22		113		67		131		65		48		78		807

						A pts  22		20		64		73		8		45		30		5		98		57		99		42		30		61		632

						A pts  24		31		53		79		1		31		24		11		91		52		90		39		26		41		569

						A pts  26		36		43		88		2		32		34		5		81		32		82		28		23		43		529

						A pts  28		67		34		80		0		24		27		6		66		19		68		15		12		38		456

						A pts  30		110		29		214		1		66		113		0		38		16		57		17		5		34		700

						ACC/FND		7		1,037		1,288		58		851		537		149		2,358		739		1,315		1,691		999		1,971		13,000

						BTEC/ONC		2		228		227		87		467		593		171		289		461		88		914		283		398		4,208

						GNVQ3+		1		86		119		10		216		117		53		217		374		32		156		49		190		1,620

						HE		452		2,800		920		345		1,293		1,387		793		1,834		3,815		528		1,484		931		1,173		17,755

						NONE		0		267		413		42		479		339		149		640		590		332		299		127		572		4,249

						OTHERS		3		287		389		43		445		435		132		657		526		318		315		125		684		4,359

						UNKNOWN		75		744		237		39		349		358		177		351		646		163		320		86		238		3,783

				All qualifications				924		6,605		5,508		773		5,295		4,769		2,027		8,472		8,870		4,660		6,572		3,740		7,231		65,446

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young full time first degree entrants 1998-99

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		20		147		451		28		325		330		107		394		554		235		709		282		345		3,927

						A pts  4		13		200		877		40		583		673		113		681		934		340		426		297		1,005		6,182

						A pts  8		11		491		1,818		164		1,312		1,161		446		1,451		2,241		890		1,099		1,019		2,304		14,407

						A pts  10		24		381		1,337		139		920		731		294		1,049		1,696		693		765		881		1,478		10,388

						A pts  12		4		523		1,803		166		1,028		841		354		1,338		2,130		960		823		1,085		1,650		12,705

						A pts  14		4		564		2,128		155		1,042		902		339		1,562		2,144		1,231		884		1,076		1,764		13,795

						A pts  16		26		669		2,386		187		1,094		948		385		1,695		2,204		1,483		893		952		1,850		14,772

						A pts  18		14		835		2,612		120		1,084		989		321		2,081		2,135		1,842		857		868		1,865		15,623

						A pts  20		23		951		2,682		109		1,012		1,032		286		2,229		2,101		2,138		821		689		1,840		15,913

						A pts  22		43		1,115		2,667		116		914		945		248		2,258		1,825		2,256		783		503		1,810		15,483

						A pts  24		220		1,081		2,545		83		858		918		176		2,171		1,544		2,370		661		367		1,693		14,687

						A pts  26		716		846		2,305		53		856		868		132		2,315		1,203		2,427		602		258		1,343		13,924

						A pts  28		1,199		594		2,014		31		785		781		117		2,053		763		2,606		419		132		1,190		12,684

						A pts  30		3,016		532		2,410		25		1,499		1,243		125		2,298		630		3,372		372		89		1,997		17,608

						ACC/FND		0		47		110		3		105		331		36		104		123		47		3,216		22		192		4,336

						BTEC/ONC		4		270		431		98		724		905		143		232		525		84		2,416		527		474		6,833

						GNVQ3+		2		489		455		60		1,515		692		284		744		3,339		61		986		433		919		9,979

						HE		47		323		654		84		676		676		249		493		2,083		203		848		282		642		7,260

						NONE		0		52		195		7		205		181		30		205		231		97		77		33		211		1,524

						OTHERS		6		90		145		10		281		258		40		165		211		77		126		27		254		1,690

						UNKNOWN		9		245		279		12		215		209		144		166		450		125		364		44		235		2,497

				All qualifications				5,401		10,445		30,304		1,690		17,033		15,614		4,369		25,684		29,066		23,537		18,147		9,866		25,061		216,217

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B8:  Mature full-time first degree entrants 1999-2000

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		27		117		139		31		113		106		33		176		240		115		134		90		139		1,460

						A pts  4		7		103		177		11		170		115		45		230		285		184		168		184		203		1,882

						A pts  8		2		139		261		21		216		130		80		280		351		242		294		267		324		2,607

						A pts  10		8		77		142		11		89		50		34		148		162		134		121		110		147		1,233

						A pts  12		6		60		94		12		87		66		49		143		147		112		89		130		119		1,114

						A pts  14		3		70		103		8		107		56		32		148		124		135		133		83		112		1,114

						A pts  16		5		58		114		7		70		41		25		132		120		118		80		79		106		955

						A pts  18		10		59		95		3		53		35		25		105		82		117		76		61		94		815

						A pts  20		17		61		85		3		53		37		15		99		66		118		60		41		66		721

						A pts  22		17		44		72		5		43		25		16		96		55		75		37		27		56		568

						A pts  24		11		53		86		2		34		28		8		73		49		72		34		18		34		502

						A pts  26		39		46		66		0		42		23		12		75		28		62		29		15		31		468

						A pts  28		56		18		38		0		27		13		4		58		14		59		29		10		23		349

						A pts  30		88		25		48		3		25		16		9		34		19		31		20		9		28		355

						ACC/FND		11		1,299		1,064		55		846		450		131		2,117		684		1,175		1,598		1,081		1,399		11,910

						BTEC/ONC		2		241		246		54		458		459		133		325		558		90		824		380		284		4,054

						GNVQ3+		1		135		81		9		271		126		55		247		443		45		190		76		217		1,896

						HE		581		3,069		826		207		1,344		1,240		581		1,882		3,478		644		1,522		948		1,017		17,339

						NONE		3		240		475		98		438		292		145		718		575		423		408		195		712		4,722

						OTHERS		3		331		287		28		425		328		92		443		521		293		259		148		392		3,550

						UNKNOWN		55		612		207		39		377		364		170		515		531		143		228		79		277		3,597

				All qualifications				952		6,857		4,706		607		5,288		4,000		1,694		8,044		8,532		4,387		6,333		4,031		5,780		61,211

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young-full time first degree entrants 1999-2000

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		14		188		233		9		188		207		104		254		357		137		533		276		196		2,696

						A pts  4		28		241		856		47		654		637		132		659		1,068		422		468		320		841		6,373

						A pts  8		32		524		1,839		137		1,296		1,126		402		1,538		2,317		941		1,151		1,060		1,890		14,253

						A pts  10		37		357		1,475		107		1,050		763		249		1,099		1,773		687		793		833		1,338		10,561

						A pts  12		11		478		1,816		141		1,110		938		338		1,426		2,039		911		799		935		1,482		12,424

						A pts  14		15		605		2,081		139		1,145		885		393		1,655		2,384		1,190		953		885		1,538		13,868

						A pts  16		14		718		2,426		161		1,223		1,010		341		1,802		2,303		1,440		957		983		1,794		15,172

						A pts  18		36		823		2,498		140		1,169		1,013		267		2,021		2,270		1,764		959		833		1,816		15,609

						A pts  20		77		971		2,772		107		1,117		1,044		284		2,346		2,094		2,147		896		698		1,809		16,362

						A pts  22		69		1,054		2,519		99		988		888		223		2,284		1,849		2,251		764		507		1,822		15,317

						A pts  24		297		1,156		2,525		55		920		1,001		218		2,425		1,693		2,373		734		365		1,687		15,449

						A pts  26		776		844		2,293		54		902		829		170		2,295		1,299		2,522		612		224		1,378		14,198

						A pts  28		1,254		676		1,876		34		826		810		142		2,091		868		2,538		477		133		1,195		12,920

						A pts  30		3,005		565		2,512		34		1,678		1,320		130		2,510		678		3,599		462		78		1,952		18,523

						ACC/FND		0		51		124		9		124		271		46		106		161		52		3,786		24		152		4,906

						BTEC/ONC		3		307		523		153		704		812		112		267		603		51		2,369		610		405		6,919

						GNVQ3+		0		655		483		46		1,788		740		300		797		3,620		77		1,088		427		1,018		11,039

						HE		26		303		637		100		655		710		191		546		2,042		196		1,094		360		535		7,395

						NONE		5		66		228		10		224		157		56		234		235		104		121		56		322		1,818

						OTHERS		9		132		155		11		281		208		21		129		209		71		97		40		249		1,612

						UNKNOWN		9		149		238		18		286		389		59		290		381		110		217		97		228		2,471

				All qualifications				5,717		10,863		30,109		1,611		18,328		15,758		4,178		26,774		30,243		23,583		19,330		9,744		23,647		219,885

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





		Table B4: Mature entrants to full-time first degree courses by subject and entry qualifications, 2000-02

																												Number

				Subject of study																										All subjects

		Entry qualifications		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

		A - points unknown		78		126		130		28		133		112		47		181		181		125		124		63		157		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		4		123		180		19		182		122		42		240		295		168		179		182		249		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		7		170		216		17		212		132		52		309		340		258		290		259		278		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		9		92		113		12		122		57		31		145		149		145		170		127		125		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		13		78		124		18		122		62		26		141		158		117		107		124		107		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		13		76		124		18		102		60		24		137		148		137		110		92		116		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		12		75		130		7		77		47		23		112		134		151		104		82		102		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		33		73		101		4		74		54		18		137		115		106		100		67		90		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		29		84		90		4		58		51		21		104		80		114		77		53		91		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		50		77		87		3		57		26		15		96		72		99		59		23		52		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		59		78		61		5		40		28		16		86		44		84		40		27		40		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		51		49		60		4		33		19		7		67		38		76		40		19		45		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		57		47		49		3		31		14		9		58		21		61		39		6		31		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		111		48		55		1		22		12		6		38		15		48		25		8		17		406

		Access/Foundation		21		1,632		1,065		39		951		376		126		2,052		661		1,128		1,467		968		1,153		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		3		235		234		68		442		417		108		271		416		99		806		301		261		3,661

		GNVQ level 3				147		110		4		334		183		59		245		559		41		174		122		184		2,162

		Previous HE		518		3,324		862		209		1,502		1,188		589		1,767		3,122		628		1,416		907		843		16,875

		None		8		236		407		46		389		235		107		565		454		420		410		167		390		3,834

		Other		9		213		281		9		432		324		91		405		563		234		276		162		437		3,436

		Unknown		128		596		202		25		262		246		108		403		497		151		272		57		291		3,238

		All qualifications		1,213		7,579		4,681		543		5,577		3,765		1,525		7,559		8,062		4,390		6,285		3,816		5,059		60,054

				Entry qualifications - A indicates A-levels or Scottish Highers

				Subjects				A		Medicine, dentistry, veterinary science										H		Social studies, law

								B		Subjects allied to medicine										I		Business & administrative studies,

								C		Biological sciences, physical sciences												librarianship & information sciences

								D		Agriculture & related subjects										J		Languages, humanities

								E		Mathematical sciences, computer sciences										K		Creative arts & design

								F		Engineering & technology										L		Education

								G		Architecture, building, planning										M		Combined studies





		Table B3: Young entrants to full-time first degree courses by subject and entry qualifications, 2000-02

																												Number

				Subject of study																										All subjects

		Entry qualifications		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

		A - points unknown		159		127		258		15		198		179		104		200		254		174		500		87		277		2,532

		A - up to 4 points		26		254		703		32		647		577		104		598		1,174		355		574		301		890		6,235

		A - 5 to 8 points		10		528		1,586		117		1,351		1,046		308		1,447		2,345		829		1,243		951		1,709		13,470

		A - 9 or 10 points		7		404		1,347		108		978		697		279		1,134		1,667		687		833		856		1,291		10,288

		A - 11 or 12 points		10		484		1,730		144		1,223		843		324		1,448		1,891		914		902		914		1,369		12,196

		A - 13 or 14 points		9		589		2,098		156		1,173		923		339		1,654		2,214		1,222		972		1,038		1,511		13,898

		A - 15 or 16 points		10		679		2,167		126		1,305		980		326		1,987		2,377		1,506		1,073		995		1,624		15,155

		A - 17 or 18 points		23		876		2,441		118		1,203		983		299		2,248		2,408		1,871		1,052		829		1,831		16,182

		A - 19 or 20 points		39		1,027		2,661		100		1,190		1,149		278		2,389		2,171		2,038		1,000		685		1,778		16,505

		A - 21 or 22 points		93		1,086		2,469		67		1,114		991		257		2,456		1,984		2,232		916		500		1,705		15,870

		A - 23 or 24 points		327		1,099		2,642		70		1,011		1,008		206		2,441		1,683		2,543		799		402		1,650		15,881

		A - 25 or 26 points		822		942		2,275		41		895		866		163		2,420		1,312		2,593		644		252		1,430		14,655

		A - 27 or 28 points		1,240		679		1,892		32		888		799		130		2,204		935		2,577		514		120		1,240		13,250

		A - 29 or 30 points		3,069		609		2,487		29		1,801		1,336		153		2,598		692		3,749		500		79		2,142		19,244

		Access/Foundation		2		62		80		4		162		270		48		116		136		50		3,886		140		123		5,079

		BTEC/ONC		11		316		525		146		734		823		104		287		601		47		2,392		679		461		7,126

		GNVQ level 3		3		591		452		51		2,077		844		287		813		3,916		90		1,121		490		922		11,657

		Previous HE		20		327		557		106		792		666		235		507		2,006		179		1,040		419		492		7,346

		None		3		50		184		6		152		131		32		144		200		93		109		58		198		1,360

		Other		5		43		110		11		212		212		26		131		248		66		121		114		231		1,530

		Unknown		12		83		174		15		170		133		50		216		294		109		235		26		166		1,683

		All qualifications		5,900		10,855		28,838		1,494		19,276		15,456		4,052		27,438		30,508		23,924		20,426		9,935		23,040		221,142

				Entry qualifications - A indicates A-levels or Scottish Highers

				Subjects				A		Medicine, dentistry, veterinary science										H		Social studies, law

								B		Subjects allied to medicine										I		Business & administrative studies,

								C		Biological sciences, physical sciences												librarianship & information sciences

								D		Agriculture & related subjects										J		Languages, humanities

								E		Mathematical sciences, computer sciences										K		Creative arts & design

								F		Engineering & technology										L		Education

								G		Architecture, building, planning										M		Combined studies
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A-levels

				Young

				97-98		00-02		% increase

		Academic		182722		185361		1.4%

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		19,244		17.9%

		Only a 1.4% increase in the number of people entering with A-levels, but an 18% increase of people entering

		with 29 or 30 points.

		Grade inflation? - maybe, but all quite flat except for 29 and 30 point score.

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Total A-level		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209





A-levels

		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0
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non-A lev routes

		young														Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				Access/Foundation		15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				BTEC/ONC		5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				GNVQ level 3		1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				Previous HE		17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875
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academic or voc.

				Young										Mature

				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		Academic		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209

		Vocational		16,722		16,812		17,958		18,783				7,496		5,828		5,828		5,823

		Access and other		9,859		10,047		10,807		9,652				30,242		25,391		25,391		22,147

		Total		209,303		208,957		212,490		213,796				56,696		47,691		47,691		43,179

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054

				Young

				97-98		00-02		% increase

		Academic		182722		185361		1.4%

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		19,244		17.9%

		Only a 1.4% increase in the number of people entering with A-levels, but an 18% increase of people entering

		with 29 or 30 points.

		Grade inflation? - well, no, quite flat except for 29 and 30 point score.
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mature 00

				Young										Mature

				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		Academic		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209

		Vocational		16,722		16,812		17,958		18,783				7,496		5,828		5,828		5,823

		Other		16,866		17,307		18,202		16,998				48,008		43,146		43,146		39,022

		Total		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054
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mature 02

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054





young 02

				Table B8:  Mature full time first degree entrants 1997-98

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		211		194		278		48		278		208		105		354		381		274		231		109		284		2,955

						A pts  4		2		144		238		46		163		167		49		293		284		242		217		220		419		2,484

						A pts  8		2		189		365		37		200		151		66		397		350		396		395		297		506		3,351

						A pts  10		5		80		168		17		95		74		37		196		174		215		167		175		227		1,630

						A pts  12		4		79		150		15		109		64		36		170		153		191		114		112		223		1,420

						A pts  14		12		77		145		12		56		46		33		155		135		181		115		116		197		1,280

						A pts  16		6		88		147		11		76		44		28		155		119		138		98		85		148		1,143

						A pts  18		12		81		141		6		48		52		20		130		83		165		91		56		128		1,013

						A pts  20		22		94		106		5		53		38		15		114		66		116		59		48		106		842

						A pts  22		35		57		92		4		38		31		7		110		51		92		42		32		70		661

						A pts  24		46		61		68		1		25		30		7		79		39		117		47		19		54		593

						A pts  26		68		55		64		2		25		21		2		55		28		75		26		13		32		466

						A pts  28		85		37		81		1		24		29		4		55		11		53		19		9		27		435

						A pts  30		124		35		164		1		66		98		2		42		12		52		15		10		64		685

						ACC/FND		16		1,106		1,658		79		795		576		166		2,799		889		1,721		2,066		1,168		2,411		15,450

						BTEC/ONC		3		265		393		119		592		745		243		453		791		148		1,097		336		544		5,729

						GNVQ3+		1		98		104		18		195		102		72		232		437		22		228		53		205		1,767

						HE		509		2,378		926		277		1,275		1,562		824		1,665		3,849		639		1,498		1,111		1,253		17,766

						NONE		1		196		376		59		437		327		169		682		607		395		314		81		742		4,386

						OTHERS		8		337		512		61		542		668		174		732		781		470		462		210		1,000		5,957

						UNKNOWN		80		483		329		56		447		464		216		493		737		252		331		295		266		4,449

				All qualifications				1,252		6,134		6,505		875		5,539		5,497		2,275		9,361		9,977		5,954		7,632		4,555		8,906		74,462

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young full time first degree entrants 1997-98

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		86		217		645		101		405		462		191		512		727		361		737		300		450		5,194

						A pts  4		12		199		908		31		527		599		165		578		742		389		314		228		857		5,549

						A pts  8		12		543		2,092		188		1,328		1,268		440		1,667		2,092		1,057		980		1,044		2,343		15,054

						A pts  10		3		460		1,601		140		922		750		317		1,235		1,747		780		759		850		1,623		11,187

						A pts  12		5		577		2,006		140		954		824		339		1,448		1,969		1,035		739		997		1,760		12,793

						A pts  14		4		599		2,301		163		1,025		959		351		1,666		2,147		1,361		796		936		1,913		14,221

						A pts  16		8		737		2,557		161		969		945		333		1,790		2,239		1,549		840		905		1,970		15,003

						A pts  18		14		871		2,724		130		950		1,049		356		2,039		2,220		1,897		792		761		2,009		15,812

						A pts  20		45		1,062		2,733		106		888		977		291		2,256		1,850		2,229		823		678		1,919		15,857

						A pts  22		108		1,011		2,625		91		843		949		219		2,220		1,713		2,291		758		527		1,787		15,142

						A pts  24		341		1,042		2,450		77		777		821		171		2,227		1,454		2,546		676		353		1,718		14,653

						A pts  26		811		785		2,286		63		823		794		142		2,150		1,103		2,602		540		218		1,361		13,678

						A pts  28		1,354		498		1,862		28		761		720		104		1,914		672		2,663		405		113		1,165		12,259

						A pts  30		2,710		400		2,244		25		1,448		1,114		120		2,109		503		3,450		370		58		1,769		16,320

						ACC/FND		0		37		75		18		72		223		28		89		119		43		3,222		23		159		4,108

						BTEC/ONC		0		322		461		105		1,029		1,003		178		256		663		65		2,199		467		564		7,312

						GNVQ3+		0		532		450		46		1,009		521		272		676		3,364		68		1,145		429		898		9,410

						HE		13		288		553		63		626		732		283		460		2,005		118		771		502		593		7,007

						NONE		0		21		181		4		156		145		46		157		185		72		59		23		132		1,181

						OTHERS		0		71		208		17		152		358		54		154		264		87		158		39		320		1,882

						UNKNOWN		13		105		336		29		236		240		112		222		627		179		348		91		150		2,688

				All qualifications				5,539		10,377		31,298		1,726		15,900		15,453		4,512		25,825		28,405		24,842		17,431		9,542		25,460		216,310

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B8:  Mature full time first degree entrants 1998-99

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		46		194		189		18		220		169		82		283		295		143		177		76		195		2,087

						A pts  4		7		130		236		24		168		156		49		298		251		217		212		185		360		2,293

						A pts  8		7		174		242		30		189		141		73		328		303		298		307		263		425		2,780

						A pts  10		7		89		134		15		76		65		40		172		157		181		155		112		177		1,380

						A pts  12		5		72		134		13		82		63		33		154		145		125		94		124		178		1,222

						A pts  14		5		82		124		12		76		51		29		127		135		133		89		113		133		1,109

						A pts  16		12		68		114		8		70		49		22		136		97		141		84		63		137		1,001

						A pts  18		14		58		108		10		57		47		26		141		93		119		69		60		105		907

						A pts  20		17		66		100		7		59		34		22		113		67		131		65		48		78		807

						A pts  22		20		64		73		8		45		30		5		98		57		99		42		30		61		632

						A pts  24		31		53		79		1		31		24		11		91		52		90		39		26		41		569

						A pts  26		36		43		88		2		32		34		5		81		32		82		28		23		43		529

						A pts  28		67		34		80		0		24		27		6		66		19		68		15		12		38		456

						A pts  30		110		29		214		1		66		113		0		38		16		57		17		5		34		700

						ACC/FND		7		1,037		1,288		58		851		537		149		2,358		739		1,315		1,691		999		1,971		13,000

						BTEC/ONC		2		228		227		87		467		593		171		289		461		88		914		283		398		4,208

						GNVQ3+		1		86		119		10		216		117		53		217		374		32		156		49		190		1,620

						HE		452		2,800		920		345		1,293		1,387		793		1,834		3,815		528		1,484		931		1,173		17,755

						NONE		0		267		413		42		479		339		149		640		590		332		299		127		572		4,249

						OTHERS		3		287		389		43		445		435		132		657		526		318		315		125		684		4,359

						UNKNOWN		75		744		237		39		349		358		177		351		646		163		320		86		238		3,783

				All qualifications				924		6,605		5,508		773		5,295		4,769		2,027		8,472		8,870		4,660		6,572		3,740		7,231		65,446

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young full time first degree entrants 1998-99

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		20		147		451		28		325		330		107		394		554		235		709		282		345		3,927

						A pts  4		13		200		877		40		583		673		113		681		934		340		426		297		1,005		6,182

						A pts  8		11		491		1,818		164		1,312		1,161		446		1,451		2,241		890		1,099		1,019		2,304		14,407

						A pts  10		24		381		1,337		139		920		731		294		1,049		1,696		693		765		881		1,478		10,388

						A pts  12		4		523		1,803		166		1,028		841		354		1,338		2,130		960		823		1,085		1,650		12,705

						A pts  14		4		564		2,128		155		1,042		902		339		1,562		2,144		1,231		884		1,076		1,764		13,795

						A pts  16		26		669		2,386		187		1,094		948		385		1,695		2,204		1,483		893		952		1,850		14,772

						A pts  18		14		835		2,612		120		1,084		989		321		2,081		2,135		1,842		857		868		1,865		15,623

						A pts  20		23		951		2,682		109		1,012		1,032		286		2,229		2,101		2,138		821		689		1,840		15,913

						A pts  22		43		1,115		2,667		116		914		945		248		2,258		1,825		2,256		783		503		1,810		15,483

						A pts  24		220		1,081		2,545		83		858		918		176		2,171		1,544		2,370		661		367		1,693		14,687

						A pts  26		716		846		2,305		53		856		868		132		2,315		1,203		2,427		602		258		1,343		13,924

						A pts  28		1,199		594		2,014		31		785		781		117		2,053		763		2,606		419		132		1,190		12,684

						A pts  30		3,016		532		2,410		25		1,499		1,243		125		2,298		630		3,372		372		89		1,997		17,608

						ACC/FND		0		47		110		3		105		331		36		104		123		47		3,216		22		192		4,336

						BTEC/ONC		4		270		431		98		724		905		143		232		525		84		2,416		527		474		6,833

						GNVQ3+		2		489		455		60		1,515		692		284		744		3,339		61		986		433		919		9,979

						HE		47		323		654		84		676		676		249		493		2,083		203		848		282		642		7,260

						NONE		0		52		195		7		205		181		30		205		231		97		77		33		211		1,524

						OTHERS		6		90		145		10		281		258		40		165		211		77		126		27		254		1,690

						UNKNOWN		9		245		279		12		215		209		144		166		450		125		364		44		235		2,497

				All qualifications				5,401		10,445		30,304		1,690		17,033		15,614		4,369		25,684		29,066		23,537		18,147		9,866		25,061		216,217

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B8:  Mature full-time first degree entrants 1999-2000

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		27		117		139		31		113		106		33		176		240		115		134		90		139		1,460

						A pts  4		7		103		177		11		170		115		45		230		285		184		168		184		203		1,882

						A pts  8		2		139		261		21		216		130		80		280		351		242		294		267		324		2,607

						A pts  10		8		77		142		11		89		50		34		148		162		134		121		110		147		1,233

						A pts  12		6		60		94		12		87		66		49		143		147		112		89		130		119		1,114

						A pts  14		3		70		103		8		107		56		32		148		124		135		133		83		112		1,114

						A pts  16		5		58		114		7		70		41		25		132		120		118		80		79		106		955

						A pts  18		10		59		95		3		53		35		25		105		82		117		76		61		94		815

						A pts  20		17		61		85		3		53		37		15		99		66		118		60		41		66		721

						A pts  22		17		44		72		5		43		25		16		96		55		75		37		27		56		568

						A pts  24		11		53		86		2		34		28		8		73		49		72		34		18		34		502

						A pts  26		39		46		66		0		42		23		12		75		28		62		29		15		31		468

						A pts  28		56		18		38		0		27		13		4		58		14		59		29		10		23		349

						A pts  30		88		25		48		3		25		16		9		34		19		31		20		9		28		355

						ACC/FND		11		1,299		1,064		55		846		450		131		2,117		684		1,175		1,598		1,081		1,399		11,910

						BTEC/ONC		2		241		246		54		458		459		133		325		558		90		824		380		284		4,054

						GNVQ3+		1		135		81		9		271		126		55		247		443		45		190		76		217		1,896

						HE		581		3,069		826		207		1,344		1,240		581		1,882		3,478		644		1,522		948		1,017		17,339

						NONE		3		240		475		98		438		292		145		718		575		423		408		195		712		4,722

						OTHERS		3		331		287		28		425		328		92		443		521		293		259		148		392		3,550

						UNKNOWN		55		612		207		39		377		364		170		515		531		143		228		79		277		3,597

				All qualifications				952		6,857		4,706		607		5,288		4,000		1,694		8,044		8,532		4,387		6,333		4,031		5,780		61,211

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young-full time first degree entrants 1999-2000

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		14		188		233		9		188		207		104		254		357		137		533		276		196		2,696

						A pts  4		28		241		856		47		654		637		132		659		1,068		422		468		320		841		6,373

						A pts  8		32		524		1,839		137		1,296		1,126		402		1,538		2,317		941		1,151		1,060		1,890		14,253

						A pts  10		37		357		1,475		107		1,050		763		249		1,099		1,773		687		793		833		1,338		10,561

						A pts  12		11		478		1,816		141		1,110		938		338		1,426		2,039		911		799		935		1,482		12,424

						A pts  14		15		605		2,081		139		1,145		885		393		1,655		2,384		1,190		953		885		1,538		13,868

						A pts  16		14		718		2,426		161		1,223		1,010		341		1,802		2,303		1,440		957		983		1,794		15,172

						A pts  18		36		823		2,498		140		1,169		1,013		267		2,021		2,270		1,764		959		833		1,816		15,609

						A pts  20		77		971		2,772		107		1,117		1,044		284		2,346		2,094		2,147		896		698		1,809		16,362

						A pts  22		69		1,054		2,519		99		988		888		223		2,284		1,849		2,251		764		507		1,822		15,317

						A pts  24		297		1,156		2,525		55		920		1,001		218		2,425		1,693		2,373		734		365		1,687		15,449

						A pts  26		776		844		2,293		54		902		829		170		2,295		1,299		2,522		612		224		1,378		14,198

						A pts  28		1,254		676		1,876		34		826		810		142		2,091		868		2,538		477		133		1,195		12,920

						A pts  30		3,005		565		2,512		34		1,678		1,320		130		2,510		678		3,599		462		78		1,952		18,523

						ACC/FND		0		51		124		9		124		271		46		106		161		52		3,786		24		152		4,906

						BTEC/ONC		3		307		523		153		704		812		112		267		603		51		2,369		610		405		6,919

						GNVQ3+		0		655		483		46		1,788		740		300		797		3,620		77		1,088		427		1,018		11,039

						HE		26		303		637		100		655		710		191		546		2,042		196		1,094		360		535		7,395

						NONE		5		66		228		10		224		157		56		234		235		104		121		56		322		1,818

						OTHERS		9		132		155		11		281		208		21		129		209		71		97		40		249		1,612

						UNKNOWN		9		149		238		18		286		389		59		290		381		110		217		97		228		2,471

				All qualifications				5,717		10,863		30,109		1,611		18,328		15,758		4,178		26,774		30,243		23,583		19,330		9,744		23,647		219,885

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





		Table B4: Mature entrants to full-time first degree courses by subject and entry qualifications, 2000-02

																												Number

				Subject of study																										All subjects

		Entry qualifications		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

		A - points unknown		78		126		130		28		133		112		47		181		181		125		124		63		157		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		4		123		180		19		182		122		42		240		295		168		179		182		249		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		7		170		216		17		212		132		52		309		340		258		290		259		278		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		9		92		113		12		122		57		31		145		149		145		170		127		125		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		13		78		124		18		122		62		26		141		158		117		107		124		107		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		13		76		124		18		102		60		24		137		148		137		110		92		116		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		12		75		130		7		77		47		23		112		134		151		104		82		102		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		33		73		101		4		74		54		18		137		115		106		100		67		90		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		29		84		90		4		58		51		21		104		80		114		77		53		91		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		50		77		87		3		57		26		15		96		72		99		59		23		52		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		59		78		61		5		40		28		16		86		44		84		40		27		40		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		51		49		60		4		33		19		7		67		38		76		40		19		45		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		57		47		49		3		31		14		9		58		21		61		39		6		31		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		111		48		55		1		22		12		6		38		15		48		25		8		17		406

		Access/Foundation		21		1,632		1,065		39		951		376		126		2,052		661		1,128		1,467		968		1,153		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		3		235		234		68		442		417		108		271		416		99		806		301		261		3,661

		GNVQ level 3				147		110		4		334		183		59		245		559		41		174		122		184		2,162

		Previous HE		518		3,324		862		209		1,502		1,188		589		1,767		3,122		628		1,416		907		843		16,875

		None		8		236		407		46		389		235		107		565		454		420		410		167		390		3,834

		Other		9		213		281		9		432		324		91		405		563		234		276		162		437		3,436

		Unknown		128		596		202		25		262		246		108		403		497		151		272		57		291		3,238

		All qualifications		1,213		7,579		4,681		543		5,577		3,765		1,525		7,559		8,062		4,390		6,285		3,816		5,059		60,054

				Entry qualifications - A indicates A-levels or Scottish Highers

				Subjects				A		Medicine, dentistry, veterinary science										H		Social studies, law

								B		Subjects allied to medicine										I		Business & administrative studies,

								C		Biological sciences, physical sciences												librarianship & information sciences

								D		Agriculture & related subjects										J		Languages, humanities

								E		Mathematical sciences, computer sciences										K		Creative arts & design

								F		Engineering & technology										L		Education

								G		Architecture, building, planning										M		Combined studies





		Table B3: Young entrants to full-time first degree courses by subject and entry qualifications, 2000-02

																												Number

				Subject of study																										All subjects

		Entry qualifications		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

		A - points unknown		159		127		258		15		198		179		104		200		254		174		500		87		277		2,532

		A - up to 4 points		26		254		703		32		647		577		104		598		1,174		355		574		301		890		6,235

		A - 5 to 8 points		10		528		1,586		117		1,351		1,046		308		1,447		2,345		829		1,243		951		1,709		13,470

		A - 9 or 10 points		7		404		1,347		108		978		697		279		1,134		1,667		687		833		856		1,291		10,288

		A - 11 or 12 points		10		484		1,730		144		1,223		843		324		1,448		1,891		914		902		914		1,369		12,196

		A - 13 or 14 points		9		589		2,098		156		1,173		923		339		1,654		2,214		1,222		972		1,038		1,511		13,898

		A - 15 or 16 points		10		679		2,167		126		1,305		980		326		1,987		2,377		1,506		1,073		995		1,624		15,155

		A - 17 or 18 points		23		876		2,441		118		1,203		983		299		2,248		2,408		1,871		1,052		829		1,831		16,182

		A - 19 or 20 points		39		1,027		2,661		100		1,190		1,149		278		2,389		2,171		2,038		1,000		685		1,778		16,505

		A - 21 or 22 points		93		1,086		2,469		67		1,114		991		257		2,456		1,984		2,232		916		500		1,705		15,870

		A - 23 or 24 points		327		1,099		2,642		70		1,011		1,008		206		2,441		1,683		2,543		799		402		1,650		15,881

		A - 25 or 26 points		822		942		2,275		41		895		866		163		2,420		1,312		2,593		644		252		1,430		14,655

		A - 27 or 28 points		1,240		679		1,892		32		888		799		130		2,204		935		2,577		514		120		1,240		13,250

		A - 29 or 30 points		3,069		609		2,487		29		1,801		1,336		153		2,598		692		3,749		500		79		2,142		19,244

		Access/Foundation		2		62		80		4		162		270		48		116		136		50		3,886		140		123		5,079

		BTEC/ONC		11		316		525		146		734		823		104		287		601		47		2,392		679		461		7,126

		GNVQ level 3		3		591		452		51		2,077		844		287		813		3,916		90		1,121		490		922		11,657

		Previous HE		20		327		557		106		792		666		235		507		2,006		179		1,040		419		492		7,346

		None		3		50		184		6		152		131		32		144		200		93		109		58		198		1,360

		Other		5		43		110		11		212		212		26		131		248		66		121		114		231		1,530

		Unknown		12		83		174		15		170		133		50		216		294		109		235		26		166		1,683

		All qualifications		5,900		10,855		28,838		1,494		19,276		15,456		4,052		27,438		30,508		23,924		20,426		9,935		23,040		221,142

				Entry qualifications - A indicates A-levels or Scottish Highers

				Subjects				A		Medicine, dentistry, veterinary science										H		Social studies, law

								B		Subjects allied to medicine										I		Business & administrative studies,

								C		Biological sciences, physical sciences												librarianship & information sciences

								D		Agriculture & related subjects										J		Languages, humanities

								E		Mathematical sciences, computer sciences										K		Creative arts & design

								F		Engineering & technology										L		Education

								G		Architecture, building, planning										M		Combined studies
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.doc].doc].doc].doc]A-levels

				Young

				97-98		00-02		% increase

		Academic		182722		185361		1.4%

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		19,244		17.9%

		Only a 1.4% increase in the number of people entering with A-levels, but an 18% increase of people entering

		with 29 or 30 points.

		Grade inflation? - maybe, but all quite flat except for 29 and 30 point score.

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Total A-level		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209
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		young														Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				Access/Foundation		15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				BTEC/ONC		5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				GNVQ level 3		1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				Previous HE		17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875
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.doc].doc].doc].doc]academic or

				Young										Mature

				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		Academic		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209

		Vocational		16,722		16,812		17,958		18,783				7,496		5,828		5,828		5,823

		Access and other		9,859		10,047		10,807		9,652				30,242		25,391		25,391		22,147

		Total		209,303		208,957		212,490		213,796				56,696		47,691		47,691		43,179

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054

				Young

				97-98		00-02		% increase

		Academic		182722		185361		1.4%

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		19,244		17.9%

		Only a 1.4% increase in the number of people entering with A-levels, but an 18% increase of people entering

		with 29 or 30 points.

		Grade inflation? - well, no, quite flat except for 29 and 30 point score.
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.doc].doc].doc].doc]mature 00

				Young										Mature

				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		Academic		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209

		Vocational		16,722		16,812		17,958		18,783				7,496		5,828		5,828		5,823

		Other		16,866		17,307		18,202		16,998				48,008		43,146		43,146		39,022

		Total		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054
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				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054
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				Table B8:  Mature full time first degree entrants 1997-98

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		211		194		278		48		278		208		105		354		381		274		231		109		284		2,955

						A pts  4		2		144		238		46		163		167		49		293		284		242		217		220		419		2,484

						A pts  8		2		189		365		37		200		151		66		397		350		396		395		297		506		3,351

						A pts  10		5		80		168		17		95		74		37		196		174		215		167		175		227		1,630

						A pts  12		4		79		150		15		109		64		36		170		153		191		114		112		223		1,420

						A pts  14		12		77		145		12		56		46		33		155		135		181		115		116		197		1,280

						A pts  16		6		88		147		11		76		44		28		155		119		138		98		85		148		1,143

						A pts  18		12		81		141		6		48		52		20		130		83		165		91		56		128		1,013

						A pts  20		22		94		106		5		53		38		15		114		66		116		59		48		106		842

						A pts  22		35		57		92		4		38		31		7		110		51		92		42		32		70		661

						A pts  24		46		61		68		1		25		30		7		79		39		117		47		19		54		593

						A pts  26		68		55		64		2		25		21		2		55		28		75		26		13		32		466

						A pts  28		85		37		81		1		24		29		4		55		11		53		19		9		27		435

						A pts  30		124		35		164		1		66		98		2		42		12		52		15		10		64		685

						ACC/FND		16		1,106		1,658		79		795		576		166		2,799		889		1,721		2,066		1,168		2,411		15,450

						BTEC/ONC		3		265		393		119		592		745		243		453		791		148		1,097		336		544		5,729

						GNVQ3+		1		98		104		18		195		102		72		232		437		22		228		53		205		1,767

						HE		509		2,378		926		277		1,275		1,562		824		1,665		3,849		639		1,498		1,111		1,253		17,766

						NONE		1		196		376		59		437		327		169		682		607		395		314		81		742		4,386

						OTHERS		8		337		512		61		542		668		174		732		781		470		462		210		1,000		5,957

						UNKNOWN		80		483		329		56		447		464		216		493		737		252		331		295		266		4,449

				All qualifications				1,252		6,134		6,505		875		5,539		5,497		2,275		9,361		9,977		5,954		7,632		4,555		8,906		74,462

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young full time first degree entrants 1997-98

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		86		217		645		101		405		462		191		512		727		361		737		300		450		5,194

						A pts  4		12		199		908		31		527		599		165		578		742		389		314		228		857		5,549

						A pts  8		12		543		2,092		188		1,328		1,268		440		1,667		2,092		1,057		980		1,044		2,343		15,054

						A pts  10		3		460		1,601		140		922		750		317		1,235		1,747		780		759		850		1,623		11,187

						A pts  12		5		577		2,006		140		954		824		339		1,448		1,969		1,035		739		997		1,760		12,793

						A pts  14		4		599		2,301		163		1,025		959		351		1,666		2,147		1,361		796		936		1,913		14,221

						A pts  16		8		737		2,557		161		969		945		333		1,790		2,239		1,549		840		905		1,970		15,003

						A pts  18		14		871		2,724		130		950		1,049		356		2,039		2,220		1,897		792		761		2,009		15,812

						A pts  20		45		1,062		2,733		106		888		977		291		2,256		1,850		2,229		823		678		1,919		15,857

						A pts  22		108		1,011		2,625		91		843		949		219		2,220		1,713		2,291		758		527		1,787		15,142

						A pts  24		341		1,042		2,450		77		777		821		171		2,227		1,454		2,546		676		353		1,718		14,653

						A pts  26		811		785		2,286		63		823		794		142		2,150		1,103		2,602		540		218		1,361		13,678

						A pts  28		1,354		498		1,862		28		761		720		104		1,914		672		2,663		405		113		1,165		12,259

						A pts  30		2,710		400		2,244		25		1,448		1,114		120		2,109		503		3,450		370		58		1,769		16,320

						ACC/FND		0		37		75		18		72		223		28		89		119		43		3,222		23		159		4,108

						BTEC/ONC		0		322		461		105		1,029		1,003		178		256		663		65		2,199		467		564		7,312

						GNVQ3+		0		532		450		46		1,009		521		272		676		3,364		68		1,145		429		898		9,410

						HE		13		288		553		63		626		732		283		460		2,005		118		771		502		593		7,007

						NONE		0		21		181		4		156		145		46		157		185		72		59		23		132		1,181

						OTHERS		0		71		208		17		152		358		54		154		264		87		158		39		320		1,882

						UNKNOWN		13		105		336		29		236		240		112		222		627		179		348		91		150		2,688

				All qualifications				5,539		10,377		31,298		1,726		15,900		15,453		4,512		25,825		28,405		24,842		17,431		9,542		25,460		216,310

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B8:  Mature full time first degree entrants 1998-99

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		46		194		189		18		220		169		82		283		295		143		177		76		195		2,087

						A pts  4		7		130		236		24		168		156		49		298		251		217		212		185		360		2,293

						A pts  8		7		174		242		30		189		141		73		328		303		298		307		263		425		2,780

						A pts  10		7		89		134		15		76		65		40		172		157		181		155		112		177		1,380

						A pts  12		5		72		134		13		82		63		33		154		145		125		94		124		178		1,222

						A pts  14		5		82		124		12		76		51		29		127		135		133		89		113		133		1,109

						A pts  16		12		68		114		8		70		49		22		136		97		141		84		63		137		1,001

						A pts  18		14		58		108		10		57		47		26		141		93		119		69		60		105		907

						A pts  20		17		66		100		7		59		34		22		113		67		131		65		48		78		807

						A pts  22		20		64		73		8		45		30		5		98		57		99		42		30		61		632

						A pts  24		31		53		79		1		31		24		11		91		52		90		39		26		41		569

						A pts  26		36		43		88		2		32		34		5		81		32		82		28		23		43		529

						A pts  28		67		34		80		0		24		27		6		66		19		68		15		12		38		456

						A pts  30		110		29		214		1		66		113		0		38		16		57		17		5		34		700

						ACC/FND		7		1,037		1,288		58		851		537		149		2,358		739		1,315		1,691		999		1,971		13,000

						BTEC/ONC		2		228		227		87		467		593		171		289		461		88		914		283		398		4,208

						GNVQ3+		1		86		119		10		216		117		53		217		374		32		156		49		190		1,620

						HE		452		2,800		920		345		1,293		1,387		793		1,834		3,815		528		1,484		931		1,173		17,755

						NONE		0		267		413		42		479		339		149		640		590		332		299		127		572		4,249

						OTHERS		3		287		389		43		445		435		132		657		526		318		315		125		684		4,359

						UNKNOWN		75		744		237		39		349		358		177		351		646		163		320		86		238		3,783

				All qualifications				924		6,605		5,508		773		5,295		4,769		2,027		8,472		8,870		4,660		6,572		3,740		7,231		65,446

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young full time first degree entrants 1998-99

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		20		147		451		28		325		330		107		394		554		235		709		282		345		3,927

						A pts  4		13		200		877		40		583		673		113		681		934		340		426		297		1,005		6,182

						A pts  8		11		491		1,818		164		1,312		1,161		446		1,451		2,241		890		1,099		1,019		2,304		14,407

						A pts  10		24		381		1,337		139		920		731		294		1,049		1,696		693		765		881		1,478		10,388

						A pts  12		4		523		1,803		166		1,028		841		354		1,338		2,130		960		823		1,085		1,650		12,705

						A pts  14		4		564		2,128		155		1,042		902		339		1,562		2,144		1,231		884		1,076		1,764		13,795

						A pts  16		26		669		2,386		187		1,094		948		385		1,695		2,204		1,483		893		952		1,850		14,772

						A pts  18		14		835		2,612		120		1,084		989		321		2,081		2,135		1,842		857		868		1,865		15,623

						A pts  20		23		951		2,682		109		1,012		1,032		286		2,229		2,101		2,138		821		689		1,840		15,913

						A pts  22		43		1,115		2,667		116		914		945		248		2,258		1,825		2,256		783		503		1,810		15,483

						A pts  24		220		1,081		2,545		83		858		918		176		2,171		1,544		2,370		661		367		1,693		14,687

						A pts  26		716		846		2,305		53		856		868		132		2,315		1,203		2,427		602		258		1,343		13,924

						A pts  28		1,199		594		2,014		31		785		781		117		2,053		763		2,606		419		132		1,190		12,684

						A pts  30		3,016		532		2,410		25		1,499		1,243		125		2,298		630		3,372		372		89		1,997		17,608

						ACC/FND		0		47		110		3		105		331		36		104		123		47		3,216		22		192		4,336

						BTEC/ONC		4		270		431		98		724		905		143		232		525		84		2,416		527		474		6,833

						GNVQ3+		2		489		455		60		1,515		692		284		744		3,339		61		986		433		919		9,979

						HE		47		323		654		84		676		676		249		493		2,083		203		848		282		642		7,260

						NONE		0		52		195		7		205		181		30		205		231		97		77		33		211		1,524

						OTHERS		6		90		145		10		281		258		40		165		211		77		126		27		254		1,690

						UNKNOWN		9		245		279		12		215		209		144		166		450		125		364		44		235		2,497

				All qualifications				5,401		10,445		30,304		1,690		17,033		15,614		4,369		25,684		29,066		23,537		18,147		9,866		25,061		216,217

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B8:  Mature full-time first degree entrants 1999-2000

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		27		117		139		31		113		106		33		176		240		115		134		90		139		1,460

						A pts  4		7		103		177		11		170		115		45		230		285		184		168		184		203		1,882

						A pts  8		2		139		261		21		216		130		80		280		351		242		294		267		324		2,607

						A pts  10		8		77		142		11		89		50		34		148		162		134		121		110		147		1,233

						A pts  12		6		60		94		12		87		66		49		143		147		112		89		130		119		1,114

						A pts  14		3		70		103		8		107		56		32		148		124		135		133		83		112		1,114

						A pts  16		5		58		114		7		70		41		25		132		120		118		80		79		106		955

						A pts  18		10		59		95		3		53		35		25		105		82		117		76		61		94		815

						A pts  20		17		61		85		3		53		37		15		99		66		118		60		41		66		721

						A pts  22		17		44		72		5		43		25		16		96		55		75		37		27		56		568

						A pts  24		11		53		86		2		34		28		8		73		49		72		34		18		34		502

						A pts  26		39		46		66		0		42		23		12		75		28		62		29		15		31		468

						A pts  28		56		18		38		0		27		13		4		58		14		59		29		10		23		349

						A pts  30		88		25		48		3		25		16		9		34		19		31		20		9		28		355

						ACC/FND		11		1,299		1,064		55		846		450		131		2,117		684		1,175		1,598		1,081		1,399		11,910

						BTEC/ONC		2		241		246		54		458		459		133		325		558		90		824		380		284		4,054

						GNVQ3+		1		135		81		9		271		126		55		247		443		45		190		76		217		1,896

						HE		581		3,069		826		207		1,344		1,240		581		1,882		3,478		644		1,522		948		1,017		17,339

						NONE		3		240		475		98		438		292		145		718		575		423		408		195		712		4,722

						OTHERS		3		331		287		28		425		328		92		443		521		293		259		148		392		3,550

						UNKNOWN		55		612		207		39		377		364		170		515		531		143		228		79		277		3,597

				All qualifications				952		6,857		4,706		607		5,288		4,000		1,694		8,044		8,532		4,387		6,333		4,031		5,780		61,211

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young-full time first degree entrants 1999-2000

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		14		188		233		9		188		207		104		254		357		137		533		276		196		2,696

						A pts  4		28		241		856		47		654		637		132		659		1,068		422		468		320		841		6,373

						A pts  8		32		524		1,839		137		1,296		1,126		402		1,538		2,317		941		1,151		1,060		1,890		14,253

						A pts  10		37		357		1,475		107		1,050		763		249		1,099		1,773		687		793		833		1,338		10,561

						A pts  12		11		478		1,816		141		1,110		938		338		1,426		2,039		911		799		935		1,482		12,424

						A pts  14		15		605		2,081		139		1,145		885		393		1,655		2,384		1,190		953		885		1,538		13,868

						A pts  16		14		718		2,426		161		1,223		1,010		341		1,802		2,303		1,440		957		983		1,794		15,172

						A pts  18		36		823		2,498		140		1,169		1,013		267		2,021		2,270		1,764		959		833		1,816		15,609

						A pts  20		77		971		2,772		107		1,117		1,044		284		2,346		2,094		2,147		896		698		1,809		16,362

						A pts  22		69		1,054		2,519		99		988		888		223		2,284		1,849		2,251		764		507		1,822		15,317

						A pts  24		297		1,156		2,525		55		920		1,001		218		2,425		1,693		2,373		734		365		1,687		15,449

						A pts  26		776		844		2,293		54		902		829		170		2,295		1,299		2,522		612		224		1,378		14,198

						A pts  28		1,254		676		1,876		34		826		810		142		2,091		868		2,538		477		133		1,195		12,920

						A pts  30		3,005		565		2,512		34		1,678		1,320		130		2,510		678		3,599		462		78		1,952		18,523

						ACC/FND		0		51		124		9		124		271		46		106		161		52		3,786		24		152		4,906

						BTEC/ONC		3		307		523		153		704		812		112		267		603		51		2,369		610		405		6,919

						GNVQ3+		0		655		483		46		1,788		740		300		797		3,620		77		1,088		427		1,018		11,039

						HE		26		303		637		100		655		710		191		546		2,042		196		1,094		360		535		7,395

						NONE		5		66		228		10		224		157		56		234		235		104		121		56		322		1,818

						OTHERS		9		132		155		11		281		208		21		129		209		71		97		40		249		1,612

						UNKNOWN		9		149		238		18		286		389		59		290		381		110		217		97		228		2,471

				All qualifications				5,717		10,863		30,109		1,611		18,328		15,758		4,178		26,774		30,243		23,583		19,330		9,744		23,647		219,885

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





		Table B4: Mature entrants to full-time first degree courses by subject and entry qualifications, 2000-02

																												Number

				Subject of study																										All subjects

		Entry qualifications		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

		A - points unknown		78		126		130		28		133		112		47		181		181		125		124		63		157		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		4		123		180		19		182		122		42		240		295		168		179		182		249		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		7		170		216		17		212		132		52		309		340		258		290		259		278		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		9		92		113		12		122		57		31		145		149		145		170		127		125		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		13		78		124		18		122		62		26		141		158		117		107		124		107		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		13		76		124		18		102		60		24		137		148		137		110		92		116		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		12		75		130		7		77		47		23		112		134		151		104		82		102		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		33		73		101		4		74		54		18		137		115		106		100		67		90		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		29		84		90		4		58		51		21		104		80		114		77		53		91		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		50		77		87		3		57		26		15		96		72		99		59		23		52		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		59		78		61		5		40		28		16		86		44		84		40		27		40		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		51		49		60		4		33		19		7		67		38		76		40		19		45		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		57		47		49		3		31		14		9		58		21		61		39		6		31		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		111		48		55		1		22		12		6		38		15		48		25		8		17		406

		Access/Foundation		21		1,632		1,065		39		951		376		126		2,052		661		1,128		1,467		968		1,153		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		3		235		234		68		442		417		108		271		416		99		806		301		261		3,661

		GNVQ level 3				147		110		4		334		183		59		245		559		41		174		122		184		2,162

		Previous HE		518		3,324		862		209		1,502		1,188		589		1,767		3,122		628		1,416		907		843		16,875

		None		8		236		407		46		389		235		107		565		454		420		410		167		390		3,834

		Other		9		213		281		9		432		324		91		405		563		234		276		162		437		3,436

		Unknown		128		596		202		25		262		246		108		403		497		151		272		57		291		3,238

		All qualifications		1,213		7,579		4,681		543		5,577		3,765		1,525		7,559		8,062		4,390		6,285		3,816		5,059		60,054

				Entry qualifications - A indicates A-levels or Scottish Highers

				Subjects				A		Medicine, dentistry, veterinary science										H		Social studies, law

								B		Subjects allied to medicine										I		Business & administrative studies,

								C		Biological sciences, physical sciences												librarianship & information sciences

								D		Agriculture & related subjects										J		Languages, humanities

								E		Mathematical sciences, computer sciences										K		Creative arts & design

								F		Engineering & technology										L		Education

								G		Architecture, building, planning										M		Combined studies





		Table B3: Young entrants to full-time first degree courses by subject and entry qualifications, 2000-02

																												Number

				Subject of study																										All subjects

		Entry qualifications		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

		A - points unknown		159		127		258		15		198		179		104		200		254		174		500		87		277		2,532

		A - up to 4 points		26		254		703		32		647		577		104		598		1,174		355		574		301		890		6,235

		A - 5 to 8 points		10		528		1,586		117		1,351		1,046		308		1,447		2,345		829		1,243		951		1,709		13,470

		A - 9 or 10 points		7		404		1,347		108		978		697		279		1,134		1,667		687		833		856		1,291		10,288

		A - 11 or 12 points		10		484		1,730		144		1,223		843		324		1,448		1,891		914		902		914		1,369		12,196

		A - 13 or 14 points		9		589		2,098		156		1,173		923		339		1,654		2,214		1,222		972		1,038		1,511		13,898

		A - 15 or 16 points		10		679		2,167		126		1,305		980		326		1,987		2,377		1,506		1,073		995		1,624		15,155

		A - 17 or 18 points		23		876		2,441		118		1,203		983		299		2,248		2,408		1,871		1,052		829		1,831		16,182

		A - 19 or 20 points		39		1,027		2,661		100		1,190		1,149		278		2,389		2,171		2,038		1,000		685		1,778		16,505

		A - 21 or 22 points		93		1,086		2,469		67		1,114		991		257		2,456		1,984		2,232		916		500		1,705		15,870

		A - 23 or 24 points		327		1,099		2,642		70		1,011		1,008		206		2,441		1,683		2,543		799		402		1,650		15,881

		A - 25 or 26 points		822		942		2,275		41		895		866		163		2,420		1,312		2,593		644		252		1,430		14,655

		A - 27 or 28 points		1,240		679		1,892		32		888		799		130		2,204		935		2,577		514		120		1,240		13,250

		A - 29 or 30 points		3,069		609		2,487		29		1,801		1,336		153		2,598		692		3,749		500		79		2,142		19,244

		Access/Foundation		2		62		80		4		162		270		48		116		136		50		3,886		140		123		5,079

		BTEC/ONC		11		316		525		146		734		823		104		287		601		47		2,392		679		461		7,126

		GNVQ level 3		3		591		452		51		2,077		844		287		813		3,916		90		1,121		490		922		11,657

		Previous HE		20		327		557		106		792		666		235		507		2,006		179		1,040		419		492		7,346

		None		3		50		184		6		152		131		32		144		200		93		109		58		198		1,360

		Other		5		43		110		11		212		212		26		131		248		66		121		114		231		1,530

		Unknown		12		83		174		15		170		133		50		216		294		109		235		26		166		1,683

		All qualifications		5,900		10,855		28,838		1,494		19,276		15,456		4,052		27,438		30,508		23,924		20,426		9,935		23,040		221,142

				Entry qualifications - A indicates A-levels or Scottish Highers

				Subjects				A		Medicine, dentistry, veterinary science										H		Social studies, law

								B		Subjects allied to medicine										I		Business & administrative studies,

								C		Biological sciences, physical sciences												librarianship & information sciences

								D		Agriculture & related subjects										J		Languages, humanities

								E		Mathematical sciences, computer sciences										K		Creative arts & design

								F		Engineering & technology										L		Education

								G		Architecture, building, planning										M		Combined studies
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A-levels

				Young

				97-98		00-02		% increase

		Academic		182722		185361		1.4%

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		19,244		17.9%

		Only a 1.4% increase in the number of people entering with A-levels, but an 18% increase of people entering

		with 29 or 30 points.

		Grade inflation? - maybe, but all quite flat except for 29 and 30 point score.

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Total A-level		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209





A-levels
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		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99		98-99

		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00		99-00
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non-A lev routes

		young														Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				Access/Foundation		15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				BTEC/ONC		5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				GNVQ level 3		1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				Previous HE		17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875
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academic or voc.

				Young										Mature

				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		Academic		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209

		Vocational		16,722		16,812		17,958		18,783				7,496		5,828		5,828		5,823

		Access and other		9,859		10,047		10,807		9,652				30,242		25,391		25,391		22,147

		Total		209,303		208,957		212,490		213,796				56,696		47,691		47,691		43,179

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054

				Young

				97-98		00-02		% increase

		Academic		182722		185361		1.4%

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		19,244		17.9%

		Only a 1.4% increase in the number of people entering with A-levels, but an 18% increase of people entering

		with 29 or 30 points.

		Grade inflation? - well, no, quite flat except for 29 and 30 point score.
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				Young										Mature

				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		Academic		182,722		182,098		183,725		185,361				18,958		16,472		16,472		15,209

		Vocational		16,722		16,812		17,958		18,783				7,496		5,828		5,828		5,823

		Other		16,866		17,307		18,202		16,998				48,008		43,146		43,146		39,022

		Total		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054

				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-02

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054
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				Young										Mature

		Entry qualifications		97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01				97-98		98-99		99-00		00-01

		A - points unknown		5,194		3,927		2,696		2,532				2,955		2,087		2,087		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		5,549		6,182		6,373		6,235				2,484		2,293		2,293		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		15,054		14,407		14,253		13,470				3,351		2,780		2,780		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		11,187		10,388		10,561		10,288				1,630		1,380		1,380		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		12,793		12,705		12,424		12,196				1,420		1,222		1,222		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		14,221		13,795		13,868		13,898				1,280		1,109		1,109		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		15,003		14,772		15,172		15,155				1,143		1,001		1,001		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		15,812		15,623		15,609		16,182				1,013		907		907		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		15,857		15,913		16,362		16,505				842		807		807		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		15,142		15,483		15,317		15,870				661		632		632		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		14,653		14,687		15,449		15,881				593		569		569		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		13,678		13,924		14,198		14,655				466		529		529		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		12,259		12,684		12,920		13,250				435		456		456		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		16,320		17,608		18,523		19,244				685		700		700		406

		Access/Foundation		4,108		4,336		4,906		5,079				15,450		13,000		13,000		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		7,312		6,833		6,919		7,126				5,729		4,208		4,208		3,661

		GNVQ level 3		9,410		9,979		11,039		11,657				1,767		1,620		1,620		2,162

		Previous HE		7,007		7,260		7,395		7,346				17,766		17,755		17,755		16,875

		None		1,181		1,524		1,818		1,360				4,386		4,249		4,249		3,834

		Other		1,882		1,690		1,612		1,530				5,957		4,359		4,359		3,436

		Unknown		2,688		2,497		2,471		1,683				4,449		3,783		3,783		3,238

		All qualifications		216,310		216,217		219,885		221,142				74,462		65,446		65,446		60,054





young 02

				Table B8:  Mature full time first degree entrants 1997-98

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		211		194		278		48		278		208		105		354		381		274		231		109		284		2,955

						A pts  4		2		144		238		46		163		167		49		293		284		242		217		220		419		2,484

						A pts  8		2		189		365		37		200		151		66		397		350		396		395		297		506		3,351

						A pts  10		5		80		168		17		95		74		37		196		174		215		167		175		227		1,630

						A pts  12		4		79		150		15		109		64		36		170		153		191		114		112		223		1,420

						A pts  14		12		77		145		12		56		46		33		155		135		181		115		116		197		1,280

						A pts  16		6		88		147		11		76		44		28		155		119		138		98		85		148		1,143

						A pts  18		12		81		141		6		48		52		20		130		83		165		91		56		128		1,013

						A pts  20		22		94		106		5		53		38		15		114		66		116		59		48		106		842

						A pts  22		35		57		92		4		38		31		7		110		51		92		42		32		70		661

						A pts  24		46		61		68		1		25		30		7		79		39		117		47		19		54		593

						A pts  26		68		55		64		2		25		21		2		55		28		75		26		13		32		466

						A pts  28		85		37		81		1		24		29		4		55		11		53		19		9		27		435

						A pts  30		124		35		164		1		66		98		2		42		12		52		15		10		64		685

						ACC/FND		16		1,106		1,658		79		795		576		166		2,799		889		1,721		2,066		1,168		2,411		15,450

						BTEC/ONC		3		265		393		119		592		745		243		453		791		148		1,097		336		544		5,729

						GNVQ3+		1		98		104		18		195		102		72		232		437		22		228		53		205		1,767

						HE		509		2,378		926		277		1,275		1,562		824		1,665		3,849		639		1,498		1,111		1,253		17,766

						NONE		1		196		376		59		437		327		169		682		607		395		314		81		742		4,386

						OTHERS		8		337		512		61		542		668		174		732		781		470		462		210		1,000		5,957

						UNKNOWN		80		483		329		56		447		464		216		493		737		252		331		295		266		4,449

				All qualifications				1,252		6,134		6,505		875		5,539		5,497		2,275		9,361		9,977		5,954		7,632		4,555		8,906		74,462

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young full time first degree entrants 1997-98

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		86		217		645		101		405		462		191		512		727		361		737		300		450		5,194

						A pts  4		12		199		908		31		527		599		165		578		742		389		314		228		857		5,549

						A pts  8		12		543		2,092		188		1,328		1,268		440		1,667		2,092		1,057		980		1,044		2,343		15,054

						A pts  10		3		460		1,601		140		922		750		317		1,235		1,747		780		759		850		1,623		11,187

						A pts  12		5		577		2,006		140		954		824		339		1,448		1,969		1,035		739		997		1,760		12,793

						A pts  14		4		599		2,301		163		1,025		959		351		1,666		2,147		1,361		796		936		1,913		14,221

						A pts  16		8		737		2,557		161		969		945		333		1,790		2,239		1,549		840		905		1,970		15,003

						A pts  18		14		871		2,724		130		950		1,049		356		2,039		2,220		1,897		792		761		2,009		15,812

						A pts  20		45		1,062		2,733		106		888		977		291		2,256		1,850		2,229		823		678		1,919		15,857

						A pts  22		108		1,011		2,625		91		843		949		219		2,220		1,713		2,291		758		527		1,787		15,142

						A pts  24		341		1,042		2,450		77		777		821		171		2,227		1,454		2,546		676		353		1,718		14,653

						A pts  26		811		785		2,286		63		823		794		142		2,150		1,103		2,602		540		218		1,361		13,678

						A pts  28		1,354		498		1,862		28		761		720		104		1,914		672		2,663		405		113		1,165		12,259

						A pts  30		2,710		400		2,244		25		1,448		1,114		120		2,109		503		3,450		370		58		1,769		16,320

						ACC/FND		0		37		75		18		72		223		28		89		119		43		3,222		23		159		4,108

						BTEC/ONC		0		322		461		105		1,029		1,003		178		256		663		65		2,199		467		564		7,312

						GNVQ3+		0		532		450		46		1,009		521		272		676		3,364		68		1,145		429		898		9,410

						HE		13		288		553		63		626		732		283		460		2,005		118		771		502		593		7,007

						NONE		0		21		181		4		156		145		46		157		185		72		59		23		132		1,181

						OTHERS		0		71		208		17		152		358		54		154		264		87		158		39		320		1,882

						UNKNOWN		13		105		336		29		236		240		112		222		627		179		348		91		150		2,688

				All qualifications				5,539		10,377		31,298		1,726		15,900		15,453		4,512		25,825		28,405		24,842		17,431		9,542		25,460		216,310

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B8:  Mature full time first degree entrants 1998-99

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		46		194		189		18		220		169		82		283		295		143		177		76		195		2,087

						A pts  4		7		130		236		24		168		156		49		298		251		217		212		185		360		2,293

						A pts  8		7		174		242		30		189		141		73		328		303		298		307		263		425		2,780

						A pts  10		7		89		134		15		76		65		40		172		157		181		155		112		177		1,380

						A pts  12		5		72		134		13		82		63		33		154		145		125		94		124		178		1,222

						A pts  14		5		82		124		12		76		51		29		127		135		133		89		113		133		1,109

						A pts  16		12		68		114		8		70		49		22		136		97		141		84		63		137		1,001

						A pts  18		14		58		108		10		57		47		26		141		93		119		69		60		105		907

						A pts  20		17		66		100		7		59		34		22		113		67		131		65		48		78		807

						A pts  22		20		64		73		8		45		30		5		98		57		99		42		30		61		632

						A pts  24		31		53		79		1		31		24		11		91		52		90		39		26		41		569

						A pts  26		36		43		88		2		32		34		5		81		32		82		28		23		43		529

						A pts  28		67		34		80		0		24		27		6		66		19		68		15		12		38		456

						A pts  30		110		29		214		1		66		113		0		38		16		57		17		5		34		700

						ACC/FND		7		1,037		1,288		58		851		537		149		2,358		739		1,315		1,691		999		1,971		13,000

						BTEC/ONC		2		228		227		87		467		593		171		289		461		88		914		283		398		4,208

						GNVQ3+		1		86		119		10		216		117		53		217		374		32		156		49		190		1,620

						HE		452		2,800		920		345		1,293		1,387		793		1,834		3,815		528		1,484		931		1,173		17,755

						NONE		0		267		413		42		479		339		149		640		590		332		299		127		572		4,249

						OTHERS		3		287		389		43		445		435		132		657		526		318		315		125		684		4,359

						UNKNOWN		75		744		237		39		349		358		177		351		646		163		320		86		238		3,783

				All qualifications				924		6,605		5,508		773		5,295		4,769		2,027		8,472		8,870		4,660		6,572		3,740		7,231		65,446

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young full time first degree entrants 1998-99

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		20		147		451		28		325		330		107		394		554		235		709		282		345		3,927

						A pts  4		13		200		877		40		583		673		113		681		934		340		426		297		1,005		6,182

						A pts  8		11		491		1,818		164		1,312		1,161		446		1,451		2,241		890		1,099		1,019		2,304		14,407

						A pts  10		24		381		1,337		139		920		731		294		1,049		1,696		693		765		881		1,478		10,388

						A pts  12		4		523		1,803		166		1,028		841		354		1,338		2,130		960		823		1,085		1,650		12,705

						A pts  14		4		564		2,128		155		1,042		902		339		1,562		2,144		1,231		884		1,076		1,764		13,795

						A pts  16		26		669		2,386		187		1,094		948		385		1,695		2,204		1,483		893		952		1,850		14,772

						A pts  18		14		835		2,612		120		1,084		989		321		2,081		2,135		1,842		857		868		1,865		15,623

						A pts  20		23		951		2,682		109		1,012		1,032		286		2,229		2,101		2,138		821		689		1,840		15,913

						A pts  22		43		1,115		2,667		116		914		945		248		2,258		1,825		2,256		783		503		1,810		15,483

						A pts  24		220		1,081		2,545		83		858		918		176		2,171		1,544		2,370		661		367		1,693		14,687

						A pts  26		716		846		2,305		53		856		868		132		2,315		1,203		2,427		602		258		1,343		13,924

						A pts  28		1,199		594		2,014		31		785		781		117		2,053		763		2,606		419		132		1,190		12,684

						A pts  30		3,016		532		2,410		25		1,499		1,243		125		2,298		630		3,372		372		89		1,997		17,608

						ACC/FND		0		47		110		3		105		331		36		104		123		47		3,216		22		192		4,336

						BTEC/ONC		4		270		431		98		724		905		143		232		525		84		2,416		527		474		6,833

						GNVQ3+		2		489		455		60		1,515		692		284		744		3,339		61		986		433		919		9,979

						HE		47		323		654		84		676		676		249		493		2,083		203		848		282		642		7,260

						NONE		0		52		195		7		205		181		30		205		231		97		77		33		211		1,524

						OTHERS		6		90		145		10		281		258		40		165		211		77		126		27		254		1,690

						UNKNOWN		9		245		279		12		215		209		144		166		450		125		364		44		235		2,497

				All qualifications				5,401		10,445		30,304		1,690		17,033		15,614		4,369		25,684		29,066		23,537		18,147		9,866		25,061		216,217

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B8:  Mature full-time first degree entrants 1999-2000

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		27		117		139		31		113		106		33		176		240		115		134		90		139		1,460

						A pts  4		7		103		177		11		170		115		45		230		285		184		168		184		203		1,882

						A pts  8		2		139		261		21		216		130		80		280		351		242		294		267		324		2,607

						A pts  10		8		77		142		11		89		50		34		148		162		134		121		110		147		1,233

						A pts  12		6		60		94		12		87		66		49		143		147		112		89		130		119		1,114

						A pts  14		3		70		103		8		107		56		32		148		124		135		133		83		112		1,114

						A pts  16		5		58		114		7		70		41		25		132		120		118		80		79		106		955

						A pts  18		10		59		95		3		53		35		25		105		82		117		76		61		94		815

						A pts  20		17		61		85		3		53		37		15		99		66		118		60		41		66		721

						A pts  22		17		44		72		5		43		25		16		96		55		75		37		27		56		568

						A pts  24		11		53		86		2		34		28		8		73		49		72		34		18		34		502

						A pts  26		39		46		66		0		42		23		12		75		28		62		29		15		31		468

						A pts  28		56		18		38		0		27		13		4		58		14		59		29		10		23		349

						A pts  30		88		25		48		3		25		16		9		34		19		31		20		9		28		355

						ACC/FND		11		1,299		1,064		55		846		450		131		2,117		684		1,175		1,598		1,081		1,399		11,910

						BTEC/ONC		2		241		246		54		458		459		133		325		558		90		824		380		284		4,054

						GNVQ3+		1		135		81		9		271		126		55		247		443		45		190		76		217		1,896

						HE		581		3,069		826		207		1,344		1,240		581		1,882		3,478		644		1,522		948		1,017		17,339

						NONE		3		240		475		98		438		292		145		718		575		423		408		195		712		4,722

						OTHERS		3		331		287		28		425		328		92		443		521		293		259		148		392		3,550

						UNKNOWN		55		612		207		39		377		364		170		515		531		143		228		79		277		3,597

				All qualifications				952		6,857		4,706		607		5,288		4,000		1,694		8,044		8,532		4,387		6,333		4,031		5,780		61,211

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





				Table B7:  Young-full time first degree entrants 1999-2000

				By subject and entry qualification

								Subject of study																										All subjects

								A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

				Entry qualifications		A pts NK		14		188		233		9		188		207		104		254		357		137		533		276		196		2,696

						A pts  4		28		241		856		47		654		637		132		659		1,068		422		468		320		841		6,373

						A pts  8		32		524		1,839		137		1,296		1,126		402		1,538		2,317		941		1,151		1,060		1,890		14,253

						A pts  10		37		357		1,475		107		1,050		763		249		1,099		1,773		687		793		833		1,338		10,561

						A pts  12		11		478		1,816		141		1,110		938		338		1,426		2,039		911		799		935		1,482		12,424

						A pts  14		15		605		2,081		139		1,145		885		393		1,655		2,384		1,190		953		885		1,538		13,868

						A pts  16		14		718		2,426		161		1,223		1,010		341		1,802		2,303		1,440		957		983		1,794		15,172

						A pts  18		36		823		2,498		140		1,169		1,013		267		2,021		2,270		1,764		959		833		1,816		15,609

						A pts  20		77		971		2,772		107		1,117		1,044		284		2,346		2,094		2,147		896		698		1,809		16,362

						A pts  22		69		1,054		2,519		99		988		888		223		2,284		1,849		2,251		764		507		1,822		15,317

						A pts  24		297		1,156		2,525		55		920		1,001		218		2,425		1,693		2,373		734		365		1,687		15,449

						A pts  26		776		844		2,293		54		902		829		170		2,295		1,299		2,522		612		224		1,378		14,198

						A pts  28		1,254		676		1,876		34		826		810		142		2,091		868		2,538		477		133		1,195		12,920

						A pts  30		3,005		565		2,512		34		1,678		1,320		130		2,510		678		3,599		462		78		1,952		18,523

						ACC/FND		0		51		124		9		124		271		46		106		161		52		3,786		24		152		4,906

						BTEC/ONC		3		307		523		153		704		812		112		267		603		51		2,369		610		405		6,919

						GNVQ3+		0		655		483		46		1,788		740		300		797		3,620		77		1,088		427		1,018		11,039

						HE		26		303		637		100		655		710		191		546		2,042		196		1,094		360		535		7,395

						NONE		5		66		228		10		224		157		56		234		235		104		121		56		322		1,818

						OTHERS		9		132		155		11		281		208		21		129		209		71		97		40		249		1,612

						UNKNOWN		9		149		238		18		286		389		59		290		381		110		217		97		228		2,471

				All qualifications				5,717		10,863		30,109		1,611		18,328		15,758		4,178		26,774		30,243		23,583		19,330		9,744		23,647		219,885

								A:		Medicine, dentistry and veterinary science												H:		Social studies and law

								B:		Subjects allied to medicine												I:		Business and administrative studies and

								C:		Biological sciences and physical sciences														librarianship and information sciences

								D:		Agriculture and related subjects												J:		Languages and humanities

								E:		Mathematical sciences and computer sciences												K:		Creative arts and design

								F:		Engineering and technology												L:		Education

								G:		Architecture, building and planning												M:		Combined and Invalid subject of qualification aim





		Table B4: Mature entrants to full-time first degree courses by subject and entry qualifications, 2000-02

																												Number

				Subject of study																										All subjects

		Entry qualifications		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

		A - points unknown		78		126		130		28		133		112		47		181		181		125		124		63		157		1,485

		A - up to 4 points		4		123		180		19		182		122		42		240		295		168		179		182		249		1,985

		A - 5 to 8 points		7		170		216		17		212		132		52		309		340		258		290		259		278		2,540

		A - 9 or 10 points		9		92		113		12		122		57		31		145		149		145		170		127		125		1,297

		A - 11 or 12 points		13		78		124		18		122		62		26		141		158		117		107		124		107		1,197

		A - 13 or 14 points		13		76		124		18		102		60		24		137		148		137		110		92		116		1,157

		A - 15 or 16 points		12		75		130		7		77		47		23		112		134		151		104		82		102		1,056

		A - 17 or 18 points		33		73		101		4		74		54		18		137		115		106		100		67		90		972

		A - 19 or 20 points		29		84		90		4		58		51		21		104		80		114		77		53		91		856

		A - 21 or 22 points		50		77		87		3		57		26		15		96		72		99		59		23		52		716

		A - 23 or 24 points		59		78		61		5		40		28		16		86		44		84		40		27		40		608

		A - 25 or 26 points		51		49		60		4		33		19		7		67		38		76		40		19		45		508

		A - 27 or 28 points		57		47		49		3		31		14		9		58		21		61		39		6		31		426

		A - 29 or 30 points		111		48		55		1		22		12		6		38		15		48		25		8		17		406

		Access/Foundation		21		1,632		1,065		39		951		376		126		2,052		661		1,128		1,467		968		1,153		11,639

		BTEC/ONC		3		235		234		68		442		417		108		271		416		99		806		301		261		3,661

		GNVQ level 3				147		110		4		334		183		59		245		559		41		174		122		184		2,162

		Previous HE		518		3,324		862		209		1,502		1,188		589		1,767		3,122		628		1,416		907		843		16,875

		None		8		236		407		46		389		235		107		565		454		420		410		167		390		3,834

		Other		9		213		281		9		432		324		91		405		563		234		276		162		437		3,436

		Unknown		128		596		202		25		262		246		108		403		497		151		272		57		291		3,238

		All qualifications		1,213		7,579		4,681		543		5,577		3,765		1,525		7,559		8,062		4,390		6,285		3,816		5,059		60,054

				Entry qualifications - A indicates A-levels or Scottish Highers

				Subjects				A		Medicine, dentistry, veterinary science										H		Social studies, law

								B		Subjects allied to medicine										I		Business & administrative studies,

								C		Biological sciences, physical sciences												librarianship & information sciences

								D		Agriculture & related subjects										J		Languages, humanities

								E		Mathematical sciences, computer sciences										K		Creative arts & design

								F		Engineering & technology										L		Education

								G		Architecture, building, planning										M		Combined studies





		Table B3: Young entrants to full-time first degree courses by subject and entry qualifications, 2000-02

																												Number

				Subject of study																										All subjects

		Entry qualifications		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J		K		L		M

		A - points unknown		159		127		258		15		198		179		104		200		254		174		500		87		277		2,532

		A - up to 4 points		26		254		703		32		647		577		104		598		1,174		355		574		301		890		6,235

		A - 5 to 8 points		10		528		1,586		117		1,351		1,046		308		1,447		2,345		829		1,243		951		1,709		13,470

		A - 9 or 10 points		7		404		1,347		108		978		697		279		1,134		1,667		687		833		856		1,291		10,288

		A - 11 or 12 points		10		484		1,730		144		1,223		843		324		1,448		1,891		914		902		914		1,369		12,196

		A - 13 or 14 points		9		589		2,098		156		1,173		923		339		1,654		2,214		1,222		972		1,038		1,511		13,898

		A - 15 or 16 points		10		679		2,167		126		1,305		980		326		1,987		2,377		1,506		1,073		995		1,624		15,155

		A - 17 or 18 points		23		876		2,441		118		1,203		983		299		2,248		2,408		1,871		1,052		829		1,831		16,182

		A - 19 or 20 points		39		1,027		2,661		100		1,190		1,149		278		2,389		2,171		2,038		1,000		685		1,778		16,505

		A - 21 or 22 points		93		1,086		2,469		67		1,114		991		257		2,456		1,984		2,232		916		500		1,705		15,870

		A - 23 or 24 points		327		1,099		2,642		70		1,011		1,008		206		2,441		1,683		2,543		799		402		1,650		15,881

		A - 25 or 26 points		822		942		2,275		41		895		866		163		2,420		1,312		2,593		644		252		1,430		14,655

		A - 27 or 28 points		1,240		679		1,892		32		888		799		130		2,204		935		2,577		514		120		1,240		13,250

		A - 29 or 30 points		3,069		609		2,487		29		1,801		1,336		153		2,598		692		3,749		500		79		2,142		19,244

		Access/Foundation		2		62		80		4		162		270		48		116		136		50		3,886		140		123		5,079

		BTEC/ONC		11		316		525		146		734		823		104		287		601		47		2,392		679		461		7,126

		GNVQ level 3		3		591		452		51		2,077		844		287		813		3,916		90		1,121		490		922		11,657

		Previous HE		20		327		557		106		792		666		235		507		2,006		179		1,040		419		492		7,346

		None		3		50		184		6		152		131		32		144		200		93		109		58		198		1,360

		Other		5		43		110		11		212		212		26		131		248		66		121		114		231		1,530

		Unknown		12		83		174		15		170		133		50		216		294		109		235		26		166		1,683

		All qualifications		5,900		10,855		28,838		1,494		19,276		15,456		4,052		27,438		30,508		23,924		20,426		9,935		23,040		221,142

				Entry qualifications - A indicates A-levels or Scottish Highers

				Subjects				A		Medicine, dentistry, veterinary science										H		Social studies, law

								B		Subjects allied to medicine										I		Business & administrative studies,

								C		Biological sciences, physical sciences												librarianship & information sciences

								D		Agriculture & related subjects										J		Languages, humanities

								E		Mathematical sciences, computer sciences										K		Creative arts & design

								F		Engineering & technology										L		Education

								G		Architecture, building, planning										M		Combined studies






