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Education pays



Unemployment for tertiary graduates is low

Unemployment rates of tertiary-educated adults, by field of study (2024)
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Tertiary qualifications pay higher earnings

Relative earnings of tertiary-educated workers, by level of educational attainment (2023)
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Doctorates provide an additional boost to earnings

Relative earnings of doctorates holders (2023)
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Tertiary attainment in the UK is high and keeps rising

Trends in the share of 25-34 year-olds with tertiary attainment (2019 and 2024)
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Stable earnings advantage of young adults in the U.K.

Relative earnings of young adults (2015 – 2023)
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Fields of study have strong effects on earnings

Relative earnings of tertiary-educated adults, by field of study (2023)
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12% of young adults do not have an upper secondary qualification

Distribution of educational attainment among 25-34 year-olds (2024)
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Relative earning for young adults with below upper secondary attainment 
are very low and declining

Relative earnings of young adults, by level of educational attainment (2023)
Earnings of adults with upper secondary attainment = 100; 25-34 year-olds
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NEET rates among young men have been increasing

Trends in the share of 18-24 year-old NEET men (2019 and 2024)
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Who pays for tertiary education?



Split between public and private funding in tertiary education

Trends in the share of expenditure coming from government sources in bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral or 
equivalent programmes (2015 and 2022)
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High tuition fees for master’s programmes

Annual average tuition fees charged to national students for master's or equivalent programmes, by type of 
institution (2022/23)
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Countries with higher tuition fees often provide more financial support

Annual average tuition fees charged by public institutions to national students enrolled in bachelor's programmes 
and share of national students benefiting from direct public financial support (2022/23)
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Expenditure per student is high in the UK, especially at tertiary level
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Equality of educational opportunity



Access to tertiary education is more equitable in the UK than elsewhere

Share of 25-34 year-olds with tertiary education, by parental educational attainment (2023)
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Completion of tertiary programmes



Comparatively good completion rates

Completion rates of new entrants to bachelor's programmes, by timeframe (2023) 
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International student mobility



International student mobility continues to increase almost everywhere

Trends in the share of international or foreign students in tertiary education (2013, 2018 and 2023)
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Strong inflow from Asia

Distribution of international or foreign students studying in OECD countries, by region of origin (2023)
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Degrees and skills are not the same



A large share of adults has low literacy skills

Proficiency in literacy among adults (2023)
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Skill levels have been declining among adults with low attainment

Trends in adults' mean literacy proficiency, by educational attainment (2012 and 2023)
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The skills value of qualifications varies across countries

Adults’ mean literacy proficiency, by educational attainment (2023)
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Participation in lifelong learning



Those who need lifelong learning most get the least of it

Participation in education and training, by literacy proficiency level (2023)
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Patterns of lifelong learning

Average participation in education and training, by survey, gender, age group, educational attainment and labour force status 
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Work-based learning



School and work-based VET programmes

Trends in the share of upper secondary vocational students enrolled in combined school- and work-based 
programmes (2013 and 2023)
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Early childhood education and care (ECEC)



Progress in enrolment in the early years

Trends in enrolment rates of 3-5 year-olds in early childhood education (ISCED 0) (2013 and 2023)
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Low spending per child in pre-primary education

Government and private expenditure per child in pre-primary education (2022)
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More staff but fewer teachers in the early years

Trends in the ratio of children to staff in pre-primary education (2013 and 2023)
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Investment into education



In some countries, education is one of the most important items 
of government expenditure

Distribution of government expenditure by function (2023)

0

20

40

60

80

100

Sw
it

ze
rl

an
d

Is
ra

el

C
h

ile

Ic
e

la
n

d

Sw
ed

e
n

E
st

o
n

ia

La
tv

ia

U
n

it
e

d
 S

ta
te

s

Li
th

u
a

n
ia

K
o

re
a

Ir
e

la
n

d

B
e

lg
iu

m

D
e

n
m

a
rk

Sl
o

ve
n

ia

O
EC

D
 a

ve
ra

ge

N
et

h
er

la
n

d
s

Fi
n

la
n

d

C
ro

at
ia

E
U

2
5

 a
ve

ra
ge

Lu
xe

m
b

o
u

rg

H
u

n
g

ar
y

P
o

la
n

d

B
u

lg
ar

ia

C
ze

ch
ia

Sl
o

va
k 

R
e

p
u

b
lic

P
o

rt
u

ga
l

U
n

it
e

d
 K

in
gd

o
m

N
o

rw
ay

A
u

st
ri

a

Sp
a

in

G
e

rm
a

n
y

Fr
an

ce

R
o

m
an

ia

Ja
p

an

G
re

ec
e

C
o

lo
m

b
ia

It
al

y

Education Social protection Health Economic affairs General public services Defence Other



A high share of GDP invested into education

Expenditure on educational institutions as a percentage of GDP, by level of education (2022)
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Trends in expenditure per student depend on changes in student 
numbers and in expenditure

Change in the number of students, expenditure on primary to post-secondary non-tertiary educational institutions 
and expenditure per student (2015 to 2022)
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Class size and student/staff ratios



Class sizes in primary education

Trends in average class sizes in primary education (2013 and 2023)
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Smaller classes or better teachers in secondary eucation? 
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Teacher salaries



In most OECD countries, teacher salaries are lower than the 
average salaries of tertiary-educated workers

Actual salaries of primary teachers relative to earnings of tertiary-educated workers (2024)
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Salary progression of teachers

Statutory salaries of teachers and school heads at primary level (2024)
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Most senior academic staff earn more than other tertiary-educated 
workers

Average actual academic staff salaries relative to earnings of tertiary-educated workers, by seniority (2023) 
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Teacher shortages



Share of non-fully qualified teachers

Share of non-fully qualified teachers, by level of education (2022/23)
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Turnover among teachers is high in the UK, with close to 10% of all 
teachers leaving the profession annually

Share of fully qualified teachers who left the profession by resigning or retiring in pre-primary, primary and secondary 
education (2022/23)
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Download Education at a Glance 2025
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