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Student life in an age of populism, 
technological change and geopolitical tension



AI is accelerating change in HE globally 

68%95%
of students admitted to 

using AI, an increase on 92% 
from the 2025 survey

94% 36%
of students said that 

they use AI to support 
their assessments

of students felt their 
university actively 
encouraged AI use

of students feel AI skills are 
essential for workplace 

success in 2026

Source: Student Generative Artificial Intelligence Survey 2026 (HEPI & Kortext)



65% of students say 
their assessments have 

already changed 
because of AI, and 

universities are 
increasingly designing 

coursework that tests 
how students use AI.

65%

Source: Student Generative Artificial Intelligence Survey 2026 (HEPI & Kortext)



5 HEPI recommendations 
for institutions  

1. Provide structured AI induction and transition support for all 
students.

2. Consider revamping curricula to explicitly teach AI knowledge 
and skills, at both the general and subject-specific levels.

3. Publish clear, accessible and assessment-specific guidance on 
AI use.

4. Ensure the AI tools necessary or advantageous for course 
content or assessment are accessible to all students.

5. Ensure staff have access to AI training – and the time to invest 
in developing their own skills.

Source: Student Generative Artificial Intelligence Survey 2026 (HEPI & Kortext)



Priorities for institutions 

1. AI strategy and governance

2. Data modernisation and interoperability

3. Digital experience transformation for students and staff

4. Workforce enablement and operational efficiency

Source: Student Generative Artificial Intelligence Survey 2026 (HEPI & Kortext)

Across global research from Gartner, EDUCAUSE, Jisc, WonkHE, 
HolonIQ,  McKinsey, HEPI, institutions share four urgent priorities:



A data-led approach driving results for 30+ universities 

Azure cloud migration – data first then AI

Aggregation and codification of data to enhance continuation, wellbeing and outcomes



To truly unleash the power of AI
Context is everything - your institutional 
data allied with student engagement 
patterns and behaviours provides the 
context! 



How do you navigate across models to optimise cost? 



Universities are beginning to invest at scale



Interoperability delivers a personalised experience 
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